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wherein, as in Epitome , is con- 
tained all the Morals of Confucius 
the Chinefe Philofopher , is very fmall 
if we refpeil the number of Pages which 
compofe if • but it is doubt lefs very Great, 
if Confederation be had to the Import 
tance of the Things therein contain d. 

We may fay that the Morals of this 
Philofopher are infinitely Sublime , but 
at the fame time , pure , fenftble , and 
drawn from the pur eft Fountains of Na- 
tural Reafon. Certainly , </i Reafon de- 
ftitute of the Lights of Divine Reve- hUH l 
lation , has never appear'd with fo much y , £& 
Illumination and Power „ - And as there 
is petTpry Duty omitted by Confucius,^,, %,J\ 
fo there is not any befides thofe here men - ' 1 

tioned. He greatly extends his Morals , 
hut not farther than needs muft ; hit 
Judgment ever telling him how far he muft 
go, and where he' muft flop, A % In 







Adverdfement 

In which he fans a very confiderable Ad- 
vantage, not 1 only over a great number 
of pagan Writers , that have Treated of 
Things of this Nature , but likewife over 
fever al Chriftian Authors , who abound 
with fo many Jalfe, or over-jubtil 
Thoughts ; who almojl every where Jur- 
pafs the Bounds of their Duty , and who 
give themfelves up to their own Fancy, 
or ill Humour ; who almojl always di- 
grefs from that jujl Mean, where. Vir- 
tue ought to be plac d ; who , by their falje 
Pourtraiflures do render it impojfible to our 
Prattice , and confequently make few 
Virtuous Men . 

, The Author^ de la rnaniere de bien 
'penler dans les Ouvrages d Efprit, 
who to a file eftreamly Polite and Exact, 
always adds an exquifite Judgment very 
well rcwcirks the f Vcaknefs and Falfity of 
a thefe Words of a late Writer, Every 
' f one endeavours to poflefs the moil 
Room he can in his own Imagination, 

- and promotes and aggrandizes himfelf 
in the World, only to augment the Idea 
which every one has, of himfelf. Behold 
the end of all the Ambitious Defigns oj 

Men. Alexander, and Caefar had no 

other 
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other Profpefl in all their Battels than this. 

Indeed, Alexander and Csefar might , 
in their Battels , not only have meditated 
on their Interiour Image , andaltho the 
Thought t hen had ', might prove true in 
fome Occurrence , yet it could not be fo in 
the Extent that was given it. There is 
therefore m'" worje Thought than 
what he Utters , who has Compos’d the firjl 
Treatife of the Moral Ejfays , and whofe 
Words we have juft mention'd. e %'fh 

What the Author of thefe Ejfays lays^' 
down at ftrft , and which he who Compofes 
the Excellent Dialogues already mention d, 
would not take the Pains to revive , is al- 
moft of this Stamp ; ’ Tis even fomewhat 
worfe, to which very little Attention is 
requir’d, I conceive, faith he, that he 
who at firft (til’d himfelf, High and 
Mighty Lord, look’d upon himfelf as 
Born upon the Head ofhis Vaflals, and 
that it is this that he means by this Epi- 
thet high , fo little fuitable to the \Tjje- 
nefs of Men. pf a Lloif ft . 

What fignifes all this ? or rather, How 
dares one from a ferious and grave Air to 
advance Things of. this Nature} What 

A % it 
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is meant by thefe Words, I imagine, that 
he who at the firft Stil’d himfelf, High 
and Mighty Lord, look’d upon himfeli 
as advanc’d over the Head of his Vaf- 
fals. Thefe Words can have but Two 
Senfes ; the one Proper , the other Figu- , 
rative , The Proper and Ifatural Senfe 
is. That this Lord imagin' d that his Feet 
were refted on the Head of his V affals, 
and that he walk’d upon their Heads or 
Higher ; and that to fee and Command 
them, he was forc'd to look down. The 
Figurative Senfe is. That this Lord 
thought himfelf advanc'd in Authority 
over his Waffals, and that his Rank and 
Tower were much more confiderahle than 
theirs. It is evident, that unlefs this 
Lord had loft his Wits, he could not ima- 
gine what the firft Senfe fignifies $ and as 
for the fecond, which is Figurative, it is 
very true .* This Lord had Reafon to 
confider himfelf as advanc’d above his 
Subjects, it was his Right to affume Titles 
which denoted his Power and Authority , 
and he did no more than what thofe whom 
God has ordain'd to Command others , 
have always done. God himfelf , in his 

Scriptures. 
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} Scriptures , calls them Gods , which i? 
3 much more than High and Mighty Lords. 
If So thefe otherWords, ThisEpithet of High 

f- is fo unfuitable to the lownefs of Men, 

'« are no more intelligible than the former; * 

!■ Thefe Places , which we have obfervd ’ 

r £ are not the only ones of this Nature, which 
* are found in the Moral EJfaysl There are 

J i infinite other fuch like. And not to go from 

t the fir ft Treatife , can thefe pojfibly be Solid. 

I Alt ho’ Men fhould have made great 

't Progrefs therein, ( The Author /peaks of 
i the Knowledge of Things ,) they would 
j hardly be the more eftimable ; feeing 
l that thefe Barren Sciences are fo inca- 
% pable of bringing any Fruit, and fblid 
if Contentment to them, that one is as 
Happy in rejeding them at firft, as in 
« carrying them by long Study, to the 
it higheft Pitch they can be carry’d. 
to; We are only capable of knowing one 

is Angle Objed, and one Angle Truth at 
fl once. The reft remains buried incur 
\ Memory, as if it was not. Behold 
J therefore our Knowledge reduc’d to a 
: Angle Objed, 

it Who is he that is not Convinc’d, that 

f! A 4 ’tis 
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*tis a Bafenels to think himfelf valuable 
becaufe he is well Clad, well Hors’d, 
that he hathjuftly directed a Ball* and 
walks with a good Grace ? 

What ! Do not the Sciences and Ex~ 
cedent' Difcoveries render a Man more 
Happy , Content , and Complainant, when 
he underftands the right Ufe thereof ? 
Is it not well known , that there are many 
Divines, who are of Opinion , That one of 
the Things which will compleat the Hap - 
pinefs to the Saints in Heaven , will he 
a great Knowledge of an infinite number 
of Truths which are unknown to us upon 
Earth ? Is it becaufe our Spirit can at the 
fame time Meditate only ' upon one fingle 
Objeft, that it thence follows , that all 
the Knowledge of an Experienc cl Man is 
limited to this fingle Ohjetl, that he knows 
no other ? V • - > 

Behold therefore our Knowledge re- 
duc'd to a fingle Qbjedt. In fine , Is it 
a Bafenefs for a Knight , or Courtier , to 
think he fhall be the more efieerd d, if he 
does what is fuitable to his Rank ; if, among 
other Things , he is properly Habited, 
well Hors'd , and Walks with a good 

Grace ? 
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Grace > And would, he not he truly worthy 
of Contempt, would he not difcover a Mean - 
nefs of mind , if he had unproper Hah Hi - 
ments , if he fbould take no Care and 
Tains to he well Hors d , if he fhould Ride 
without any Art , or Walk like a Paifant . 

We can aver, that in this Abridgment 
of Confucius ’ j Morals , nothing will he 
found like what we have Remark’d. We 
{hall here fee Moral Effays , which are 
Mafler-Tieces. Every Thing herein is 
Solid ; hecaufe that right Reafon, that 
inward Verity , which is implanted in the 
Soul of all Men , and which our Philofo- 
pher inceffantly Confulted without Preju- 
dice^ guided all his Words. Thus the 
Rules which he Prefer ihes, and the Duties 
to which he Exhort s, are fuch , that there 
is no Perfon which does not immediately 
give his Approbation thereunto. There 
is nothing of Falfity in his Reafonings , 
nothing Extream , none of thofe fright- 
ful Suhtilties , which are ohferv’d in the 

Moral Treaties of mo ft Mo - * V oyezleTraitte 
dern Metaphysicians that deMorale deAu- 

is to fay, in Difcourfes where Jf/f; 

Simplicity, Clear nefs, and veritc. 

" 'jcuitjt 
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Perfpicuity ought to prevail throughout , 
and make it felf Senftble to Minds of the 
lowefi Rank, 

We {ball perhaps find this Maxim a 
little Relax'd , where Conf ucius f aith. 
That there are certain Perfons whom it is 
Lawful to JH. ate. Never t he lefs, if the 

Thing he clofely Conjider d, we (hall find 
the Thought to he Juft and Reafonahle. 
Virtue , indeed , Commands us to do Good 
to all Men, as Confucius fates it ; hut 
it requires not that we (hould effectually 
have Friendfhip for all forts cf Perfons. 
There are fome fo Odious , that it is ahfo- 
lutely impoffihle to Love them ; For after 
all, we only can Love Good ; we Natu *• 
rally have an Averfionfor whytt appears 
extreamly Wicked and Defell tv e. All 

that Charity obliges us to do on this Ac- 
count, is , to (hew kindnejs to a Perfon, 
when it is in our Power, as if we Lov'd 
him , notwith (landing the Vices, Malice, 
and great Defell s, which are difcover'd 
in him. 

Seeing that opportunity offers , we (hall, 
take Notice , That the Duty of Loving 
our Enemies, which Jefus Chrijt fo much 
• ■'* ' * Recommends 
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Recommend in his Gofpel , is generally 
too much ftretched. This Duty is very 
difficult to perform in its juft Extent , 
without our rendring it yet harder , or 
rather impojfthle to Praftice , and capable 
of cafting us into Defpair, and of making 
us fall into an entire Relaxation . The 

generality of thofe that explain this Du- 
ty, do ftpeak as if we were obliged to re- 
tain in our Hearts a tender Amity for all 
our Enemies , how Wicked and Abomina- 
ble foever they be. Tet , this is not pre- 
cifely that which the Son of God requires 
at our Hands , becaufe he demands not 
Things abfolutely impoffible. His aim is 
to excite us to behave our felves towards 
our Enemies , whoever they be, as we do 
to them that we Love. Indeed, the Scri- 
ptures does , in fever al places , by to Love 
fignifie to do Good, almoft in the fame 
manner < as we do to thofe for whom we 
have a great Affeftien. If this were a 
fit occafion , we might Verifie this with 
feveral Paffages. We (hall fatisfie our 
felves only with alleging the Example 
of God kimfelf which our Saviour pro* 
pofes for our Imitation. For , after ha- 
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ving faid, Matth . 5-. 44, 45’. Lov e 
your Enemies; Blefs them that Curfe 
you ; do Good to them that Hate you ; 
and Pray for them that Defpitefully 
ufe you, and perfecute you ; ( for thefe 
are all as fo may Synonymous Terms,') 
he adds, That ye may be the Children 
of your Father which is in Heaven .• 
For hemaketh his Sun to Rife upon the 
Evil and on the Good, and fendeth his 
Rain on the Juft: and on the Unjuft, 
tdow, it is certain. That God Loves not 
the Wicked and Unjufl , a It ho' he may 
do them Good ; He has had an ext ream 
Averflon for a Caligula, for a Nero, and 
other fuch like Monfters ; alt ho he has 
caus'd his Sun to Shine, and fent his Rain 
upon them. But he hay dealt with them 
as if he Lov' d them ; and ’tis after th is 
manner alfo that we ought to Deport our 
j elves towards our Enemies. * Tis not 

that we are net bound fincerely to endea- 
vour , what in us lies , to retain in our 
Hearts fame Sentiments of Friendfhip 
ySfor them ; but there are certain Perfons 
' fo Lewd, fo Profligate, andfo Abomina- 
ble, for whom it umpojfflle to have thefe 
- - Sentiments 
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Sentiments. And’tis upon this Account 
that the Charity is yet 'greater, more ge- 
nerous, and Praife Worthy , »<?/- 

withflanding that Averfion which we 
cannot hinder our felves from bearing to 
certain Per Jons, we ceajenot to do them 
Good upon Occafion, with theProfpeff of 
yielding Obedience unto God. bo-d'i <*>. 

As for the reft, ly what ive have hi- 
therto faid it may be judg’d how exceed- 
ingly the Publick is beholden to the R. F. 
Infcorcetta and Couplet, who have Tran- 
fluted, out' of Chinefe into Latins, the 
t Three Books of Confucius, from which 
we have Ex trailed this Piece of Morality , 
'which is now divulgd. We have Sele- 
cted the mofl important Things, and have 
let flip fever al, which , alt ho good in 
themfelves , and particularly agreeable to 
the Genius of the Perfons for whom they 
, have been Said and Writ % • would have 
Jeemd , perhaps, too. corrfmon and incon - o 
JTderable ingftf Europe. And forafmucb, 
as in the Work of the R. F. Infcorcetta 
and Couplet, a Difcourfeis made concern- 
ing the Originj of the Chinefe Mat ion, and 
of the Ancienteft^ooks which this Nation 
— enjoy Sj 
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enjoys, and which were Extant , feverdl 

Ages before that of Confuciu-s, we have 
therefore Tranjlated what on this account 
is mofi necejfary to be known. 

ft is here requifite , for the Reader s 
Satisfaction , to declare. That the Chi- 
nefes, fromfhe beginningif their Origin f 
/ ■' to the times of Confucius, have not been 

Isolators-, that they have had neither 
falfe Gods nor Images ; that they have 
paid Adoration only to the Creator of the 
Univerfe, whom they have always called 
Xam-ti, and to whom their third Empe- 
Ki^M ror nam’d Hoam-ti, e retted a Temple , 
c which was probable the firfl that was 
Built to God. The Marne of Xam-ti, 
which they attribute to God, fignifies So- 
veraign Matter, or Emperor. It is ob. 
fervable , that there have^feen a great 
many of the Chinefe Empercrrs that have 
very frequently affumd the Sirname of 
Tf, which imports Matter, Emperor, 
t>r that tf/Van^ which fignif.es King j 
that there was ^ one Prince of the Fourth 
Race , who was called'Ki Hoam Ti, The 
Great, or Auguft Emperor •) but there 

is not found any that hasdardto ajfume 

the 



Advertifement. 



-% i 



the Title of Xam, that is to Jay , SoVe- 
raign, and that they have always rejpett- 
fally left it to the abfolute Judge ofthe 
Univerfe. Jeie- <d fy****' HUfr je) • / 

I t is t rue , that in China, Sacrifices 
have ever been offer cf to diverfe Tu telary 
Angels : But in the times which preceded ****• 
Confucius ;' 5 ’twas in RefpeEl of Honour- 
ing them infinitely lefs than Xam-Ti, the 
Soveraign Lord of the World, - / 

The Chinefes fervd &sd H w\th Extra- 
ordinary Pomp and Magnificence , but at 
the fame time, with a very modefi and 
very humble Behaviour ; and faid \ That 
all this external Worfhip was in no wife a- 
greeable to the Divinity , if the Soul was 
not inwardly Adorn'd with Piety and 
Virtue. They highly Honour their Fa- 
thers and Mothers , and Perfons advanc'd 
in Age, The Women were very Virtuous 
and in their Habits and all their Fajhions 
great Modefty was obferv'd. The Men 
and Women, lTolles and Peafants, Rings 
and Subjells , did greatly e/teem Sobriety , 
Frugality , Moderation , Juft ice, ana 

Virtue. 

The Religion and Piety df the Chinefes 

ontimed 
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continued almoft in this State unto the 
Time of the Philofopher Li Lao Kiun, 
who was Contemporary with Confucius, 

[ n and who firfl declar'd there were feveral 
Gods. Confucius put a flop to the Tor- 
rent of Superftition and Idolatry , which 
began to overflow. But in fine , when 
I f Fohi’j Idol was brought from the Indies, 

I / , ; that is to fay , Sixty five Tears after Jefus 
Chrift, this Torrent fo flrongly over- 
flow'd \ that it made an Irruption , the 
fad Effects whereof are ft ill feen. 

’ Twere to be wijht that there had from 
time to time been rais’d of thefe Confu- 
cius’ Things would not be in the po- 
fture wherein they are at China. This 
great Man inflrulied^ as well by his Man- 
ners and Example , as by his Precepts : 
And his Precepts are jo juft, fo necejfary, 
and propos’d with fo much Gravity , and 
at the jame time with fo much Meeknefs 
and Ingenuity , that they mufl needs eafily 
infinuate into our Hearts , and produce 
great EffeEls therein. Read only this lit- 
tle Treat if e which is fufiicient to give you 
a very great and plenary. Satisjafiion. 
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The FIRST PART. 

0/ //;e Antiquity, and Philofophy of the 
A' o.di. r Chinefe$. 

Lthough in this little Work 

our Defign is only to relate 

what is mod Remarkable in 

- Confucius’s Books, yet we are 

obliged to {peak of fome Books which 

have appear’d in China before this Phi- 

lofophen But this not being to be 

q done 
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2 Tita Morals of Confucius, 

doner without refletSing a little back- 
ward, we will difcourle one word con- 
cerning the Origin and Antiquity of 

the Chinefes. 

The Chineje Chronologers do almoft 
alF#gree, that Fohi , who began to 
reign Years before the Birth of 
Tefus Chrift, was the Founder of this 
Monarchy. The Chinejes that have 
interpreted thefe Annals, make no 
difficulty to avow, that whatever is 
writ concerning China, before the Reign 
ol this Emperor, is fabulous and fufpi- 
cious and one. . of their moil renown d 
Hiftorians, named Taifucuml frankly 
confeffi s, that he is ignorant of what 
palled before the Reign of Xinum. the 
" ^ .Succeffor 'of Foh “ " ‘ 



7 
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5ucceiior ot tout. There are only 
certain Ann !: pi 'fich the Chinefes call 
-T’the Great Annuls , wherein the thing is 
‘ ' other wife read. The Author of this 

Prodigious Chronology, which con- 
tains airport an Hundred and fifty Vc» 
A'^Mrlumes, reports that after the Creation 
a of the World, there were three Empe- 
l (i :rs: The one of Heaven, the other 
n o' the Ea.th, and the third of Men ; 

That 
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a Chinefe Wilofopher . 3 

That the Progeny of this Jaft luc-v 
. ceeded one another for the fpace of 
i above Forty nine thoufand Years,* after ' 
which. Thirty five Imperial Families * 
* do fucceffively Reign for feveraf Ages > ' 
:0 without Interruption. J This Author 
J i likewile adds, That he jollifies not 
is what he fays, and at lafi; agrees, that 
I it is more certain to begin with Fohi , 

0 and herein to follow the molt famous 
is and bell reputed Hiftorians. Mt- -Stiffly. 
n Tis not that in Fohi s Life they 
i- have not inferted an infinite Number 
& of Fables, which might caufe us to 
f quefiion whether this Emperor ever 
,t was ; For befides that in the Great 
e Annals , it is read, that Fohi's Mother 
V accidentally ilepping into a Place 
I! where a Giant had palled, Ihe was ’ 
is fiiddenly encompafs’d with a Rain-/ 
is bow , and that ’twas at this very 
\. moment, that (he perceiv’d her (elf 
> with Child of the Founder of the Chi- 
t nefe Monarchy, where it is aHo rela- 
. ted that this Founder had the Plead of 
r a Man, and Body. of a Serpent. Tis 
; true, that thefe Fables being very grofs, 

C z th® 
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the Generality of the Chineses deride 
them. They report, that the Ground 
of this Ridiculous Tradition was the 
Colour of Fohis Body, which was 
marked with feveral fpots; or rather, 
that it was an Hieroglyphick, whereby 
they intended to reprefent this Prince, 
as a Prince of extraordinary Prudence. 
But although we had not this Confi* 
deration and Profpedt, the Genealogy 
of this King is fo exad:, fo circum- 
fiantial, and fo well profecuted in the 
Chronological Tables of the Chinejes\ 
that it is not poffible to imagine it 
only a Fancy j fo that there is certain- 
3y as little reafon to deny, or even to 
queftion that Fohi ever was, as to 
maintai n that Saturn, Jupiter, Hercules , 
and Romulus are only Names, under 
pretence that the Poets and graved: 
Hiftorians have inter mix t the Biftory 
of their Birth with a Thou find imper- 
tinent Fables. 

Neverthelefs, thefe very Annals, 
which cont ain fo many Fables. upon 
the Account of Fohi ' s Birth, do 
fay nothing of his Predeeeflor’s, and 

do 
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do fpeak very imperfe&I.y concerning 
his Country ; which makes us fufpe<ft 
that he was not Born in China, and 
that he came thither from fome other i l 
place. They only intimate, that he / > 
was Born in a Province called,#?/^, ' A - f yL‘ 
where he indeed mu ft neceftarily ar- 
rive, fuppofmg that he came from 
fome other Part into China: For after 
the Confufion of Tongues, and Difper- 
fion of the People, he muft^ebme from 
Mefopotamia, or from the Territory of 
Sennaar , to Land at Tfenji, and after- v r 
wards arrive in the heart of the Coun- 
try, viz. in the Province of Honan , 
where it is writ that he kept his 
Court. — — ~ 

Although we cannot exadfly know 
at what time Fohi laid the firft Foun- 
dations of his Empire, yet it is very 
probable that it was not long after the 
Deluge : For indeed, if we vigpr^ufty Jfc-pltu, 
follow the Computations ofthe Chi - 
nefes, and Chronology of the Septua - <A a 
giut , ’twas not till about 200 Years 
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after, in a time when Noah was yet 
living ; Co tha? we may readily 'believe 
< ' C 3 that 
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that he is defcended from this Patri- 
arch by Sent) who according to the 
Sentiment of the whole World, had 
Afia for his Inheritance. And that 
which more confirms us in our Opi- 
nion, is, that in the Chinefe Language, 
which (ignifies to ingender and 
/^^x^roduce, imports alTo Life and Sacri- 

Indeed, ’tis from tfoah's Chil- 
’ * oren, that all Men fimce the Deluge 
are defcended, and have received Life, 
and have learn t to offer Sacrifice unto 
God. Whercunto it might be added , 
that Fohi is by the Cbinejes called Paoht , 
4-jCfo, which fignifies alfb a Vidiim,p}e£aiSfe 
rFusr that he wa$ tFe firfl of Sem s Pofle- 
HJ-h? rity that introduc'd the Service of 
God and Ufe of Sacrifices amongft 




But if we refufe to adhere to the 
Computations before-mcntion’d, let 
us retrench, with their leave, the firft 
fix Emperors, whofe Hifiory cannot 
in every thing be true, and let us be- 
gin to compute only from the feventb, 
viz. f rom the Emperor Tao. For from 
this Emperor s Reign, fo many Per- 

fbns 
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Tons have, by Cycl es, computed and 
writ, whatever has pafs’d in this King- 
dom, and have done it with fo much 
exadnefs, and fuch a general Uni- 
formity, that we can ito more doubt 
of the Truth of their Calculation, 
than of that of the Greek Olympiads. 
For we lhall alfo find, according to 
that Computation, that the Origin 
of the Chinefe Nation was not long 
after the Flood; for from the time of 
Tao , to the Year of this Age 168 8. 
it is Four thouiand forty and eight 
Years. 

This being fo, it mud ncccfiarily, 
foljow that the firft Inhabitants of 
China had likewife the true Knowledge 
of God, and of the Creation of the 
World; For the Idea of the true God, 
and the Remembrance of the World’s 
Creation continued a long time after 
the Deluge, in the Minds of Men, and 
even of thofe that were mod corrup- 
ted, as the Pofterity of Cham for ex- 
ample. Indeed, befidcs that in the 
Annals of the Cbinefes , a Difcourfe is 
there made -concerning the Creation 

C 4 - of 
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of the World, although after a diffe- 
rent Method from Mofes's Hiftory, 
yet it was not poflible that thefe 
Idea’s of the true God, which the 
Creation of the World, and after that 
the Deluge had deeply ingrav’d in 
their Hearts, could be fo fuddenly 
effac’d in fuch a manner, as that they 
fhould fall into Idolatry, and 'follow 
after other Gods than he that had 
created them. But the more through- 
ly to convince us of what we have 
been difcourfing, it is needful only 
to confider the Dodtrine, Sentiments 
and Manners of the Antient Chinefes , 
.the Books of their Philofophers, and 
efpecially thofe of Confucius. Cer- 
tainly we fhall throughout obferve 
the excellenteft : Morality that ever* was 
taught, a Morality which might be 
(aid to proceed from the School 'of 

Jefus C Krill. \ •. 

The Books which the Ancient C/'/- 
tf .^,f»sfes have writ, are exceeding nume- 
- rous, but the chief are thofe which 
are called Uk'rn ; that is toi^y. The 
five Volumes, and thofe entituled 
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Xu, that is to fay, The 
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four 
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Books. 

The firft and chiefeft of thefe five „ . 
Volumes is called Xu Kin. It is not- ' 
neceflary very amply to difcourfe of 
the Antiquity of this Work; ’Tis fuf- 
ficient to lay, that in perufing it_we^^_ : 
find, that the Author wrote; a long 
time h©fcJFe At firft there is cXt> 

feen the TO or yr of thref great Kings, /v 
viz, Tao, Xun , and P r u, t\\Q lad oi^ fc^ 
which was the firft and / phief of 
Family Hia, the mcft -oon+Serabk of ^ 
all the Imperial Families ; and the two -wnUj. 
others have been famous Law- givers, 
and, asj it were, the Solons of China. , 
Therein is afterwards found the mod 
important Conftitutions that were 
made during the Reign of the iecond 
Family, or Imperial Houfe called X[ m ~ 
and Vu, efpecially by Chimtam , who 
■ was the Founder thereof, and who ar- 
/ riveo at the Empire r'776 Years beiore 

■o /V y IT n ... 
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the coming of Jefus Chrift. In fine, fy: 



a Difcourfe is there made of the thirds 

Family, wherein is chiefly related what 

was faid or done moft remarkable un- 
der 
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der the Government of the five firft 
Princes, and of the twelfth. There is 
reprefented the Hiftory of Vuvam, who 
was the chief of this third Family, and 
the Lucubrations - and’ Inftrutftions of 

s — 

^ the Illuftrious Cheucum , the Brother of 
-this Emperor, who was a Prince high- 
ly efteem’d, both for his Virtue and 
extraordinary Prudence. This whole 
Volume, not to multiply words, is 
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1 Relation, and Col- 
lection Ma xims, of Harangues 

fy*. fpoken by^Princes, of Sentences utter- 
ed by the Mouths of_ Kings, and parti- 
cular Perfons, and of Precepts and 
Ccunfel given to Princes, wherein fo 
much Prudence, Policy, Wifdom and 
Religion is fet forth, that they .might 
be given to all GJariftiajyPrinces. 

The fecond Volume, u’hich is pro- 
perly a Recital oftheCuftomsand Or- 
dinances of aim oft twelve Kings, is 
'j&h'-ty entituled Pi Kim. ’Pisa Collection 
V of Odes, and fevera! other little Poems 
of this Nature.- For Mufick being 
greatly efteem’d, and much ufed in 
China, and whatever Js publifhed in 

uMt tf f hi this 
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this Volume having refpedt only to the 
Purity of Manners, and Practice of 
Virtue, thofe that wrote it compofed 
it in Verfe, to the end that every one 
being enabled to fing the things there- 
in contained, they might be in every 
one’s Mouth- Virtue is there magni- 
fied and extolled to the higheft degree, 
and there are fo many things expreff 
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after a method fo grave andf wife, that 
’tis impofiible not to^dmfre them, It 
is very truj, that therein are contained 
things very ridiculous^ / etftrfvagant 
Hyperboles in favour of certain Prin- 
ces, and Murmurings and Repin ings 
againfl Godjan'd Heaven : But the 
JudiekrtrxTnte r p re te rs are of Opinion, TyTX’I 
that all this is fufpicious; that thofe to - h , 
whom they are attributed are not the 
Authors^ that they are not to be cre- 
dited, as being fince added. Indeed 
the other Ancient Odes, they fay con- 
tain nothing ridiculous, "extravagant, 
or criminal, as appears bv thefe words 
o{ Confucius ; The whole /Dctlrine o the 
three h und red V oemsTtl reduced to theje 
few fVords , Su Vu Sie, which import , 
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That we ought not to think any thing that 
is wicked or impure. y&. X<h * 

The third Volume is called Te Kim. 
In this Volume, which is the Ancient- 
eft, if it may be called a Volume, no- 
thing but Obfcurity and Darknefs is 
obferv’d. Fohi A had no fooner founded 
his Empire, than he gave Inftru&ions 
to the Chinefes ; but the ufe of Chara- 
cters and Writing being unknown, 
this Prince, who could not teach them 
all with his Voice, and who was more- 
over employ’d in the Advancement of 
his growing Monarchy, after a long 
and ferious Confideration, thought at 
laft upon making a Table, compofed 
f,. If*. 9* f° me feffe Lines which it is notne- 
. cellar y to defcrTBe. The Chinefes be- 

■'fcr/iit^ng as yet dull and ruftick, ’tis probable 
ffk that this Prince laboured in vain ; and 
if it is true, that he accompliflied his 
Defign, by the clear' and eafie Expli- 
cations which he himfelf gave for the 
underftanding of thefe Lines, it hap- 
pen’d, at leaft infenfibly, that this 
Table became uldeis. For it is cer- 
tain, that after his Death no ufe 
* 'V" ; could 
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Could be inade thereof. Two thou- 
fand Years .from the Foundation of the 
Monarchy was near elapsed, no one 
being able any way to decypher this 
Myflerious Table, when at laft an Oedi. 
pm was feen to appear ; ’Twas a Prince 
named Venvam. This Prince endea- 
voured to penetrate the Senfe of theft; 
Lines by a great number of others, 
which he difpofed after different ways ; 
they were new Enigma’s. His Son, 
•viz. Cheucum , attempted the fame 
thing; but had not the good fortune 
better to fucceed. In brief, five hun- 
dred^ Years after appeared Confucius , 
who endeavoured to untie this Gor- 
dian Knot. He explain’d, according 
to his Underftanding, the little Lines 
of the Founder, with the Interpreta- 
tions that had been made before him, 
and r efers al l to the Nature of Beings 
and Elements ;ert o the Manners and 
Difcipline of iVfen. It is true, that 
Confucius being arriv’d at a more ad- 



vanced Age, acknowledged his JMi-4 
flake, and defi gned to make new Corn- 
menfariesoii this Enigmatical Work 
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But Death hinder’d him from fulfil- 
ling his Refolution. 

To the fourth Volume Confucius 
has given the Title of Chun Cieu ; words 
which fignifie the Spring and Autumn. 
He cempofed - it in, his Old Age. He 
difcourfes like an H - i^ ori a n of the Ex- 
■^'/Wpeditions of divers Princes; of their 
Virtues and Vices ; of the Fatigues 
^T7'thzy underwent, with" the Recolfigen- 
’^cesthey received. ' Confucjm dsagned 
Tf ^ to this fourth Volume the Title of 

'J - d 

Spring jind Autumn , 
blenmical- Title, be 
^vflourifh when their 
7^/7? dowed with Virtue 
fiT'MF hich is reprefented 
f " and that on the contra 
the Leaves, r and are u 

^T^whem their Princes /re\ drtpirited, or 
}%*$ arc .wicked , which/is rt prefen t-ed by 
^ • the Hjjf 

Or Memoir es of Rite s and Duties, is 
compofed off two Books, the Matter 
of which is extracted by C onfuqius out 
of feveral other Books, and of various 
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Monuments of Antiquity. But about 
Three hundred years after, aj! the Co- 
pies of the Work ' being Burnt, by 
the Command ^of a cruel Emperor, ^ v , 

called XiboamU y and this Lois being - 
impofhble to be repair’d any other 
way, than by confulting the moll 
Aged Perfonsthat might have pre- aX ^ 
ferv’d any Me-a^ thereof, it is not 
to be queftion’d that the Work is at 
prefent exceedingly defective, even as 
the Interpreters themfelves ’aeJimyfe- 
ledge ; There are indeed feveral things 
herein wanting^and a great many 
others added^vnrch never were in 
Confucitts’s Copies/’ However, in this 
whole Volume, fuch as it now is, 
he Treats pf the Rites as well Sacred 
as Prophane, of all forts of Duties, 
fuch as . were pra&ic’d in the time of 
the., three;, families of the Princes iHia, 
vX'a n (ft h 9 eu y but efpecialiy of this 
which Reign’d in Confuc/t&'s time. 

Thefe Duties are thofe of Parents to 1 
their Children ; thofe of Children to 
their Parents; the Duties of Husband )_ 
and Wife; thofe of Friends, thofe ^ 

" ' 1 \ which 
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which refped Hofpitality, and thofe 
which are necedary to be perform’d 
at home, or abroad, or at Feafts. He 
there difcourfes likewife of the Vedels 



of the Sacrifices, of the that 

were to be offer d up to'Hfca'^eS, of 
™ the Temples tcii>e / chofen for that 
nd, of the^feipecr we ought to have 
for the Dead, and of their Obfequies 
or Funeral Rites. In a word , he 
therein Treats of the Liberal Arts, 
efpecially of Mufick, of the Military 
Art, of the way of landing a Javelin, 
and guiding a Chariot.-" Behold in 
brief what the/dive Volumes con- 
tains Lr^int '■e-'iC- ft* > 

— The four Books, the three firft of 
which are fjbufucjt&'s Books, whereof 
we deffgn to ipeak, do comnrehend 

the whole Phiiofbphy of / t: 

_ • • 



hinefes , 



at lead , whatever this Philofophy 
has moil curious and confiderable. 



They explain, and more clearly illu- 



ftrate what is writ in the five Vo- 
Tumes : and although the Authority 
of the Five Volumes ’m 
greater, by reafon of their Antiquity, 

than* 
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than that of the four Volumes vet 
the four Volumes exceed it^ v for tne' 
Advantage that may be receiv’d there- 
from, Indeed, beftdes that the Chi- 
nefes do thence derive their Principal 
Oracles, and what they Ipelieye^to be 
eternal Verities ; The Literati, which 
are Philofophers that follow Confucius’s 
Doctrine, and which have in their 



h own hands all the Employments of 
t; the Nation, cannot arrive at the de- 
ir greei of a Philofbpher, and confequently 
m to be MandorEHtro^ Magiftrates, with- 
5 out a great Knowledge of thefe four 
)t Books. They are, in truth, under an 
Obligation, to know one of the five, 
1 Volumes, which they pleafe to chufe. 
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according to their Fancy, and Inclina- 
tion .* But as for the fcurJBooks, they 
are indifpenfably oblig’d to know 
them all four by heart, and throughly 
to underffand them 5 The Principal 
Reafons of which are as follows : The 
firffe is, That Confucius and Mem$tt*sf 
who writ the fourth Book, tees, Col- 
lected whatsis* beft and moft exquifite 
in the Works of the Ancients. The 
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Second is, That tl^'hzve added feve- 



f 



ral good things to the Difooveries and 
Thoughts of their Anceftors. The 
third , That Confuc'ufy and Memcifs 
propofc theit/^odrine after a clear er 
a ^""poJJtet-Mctnod than was formerly 
done. In fine, \is becaufe that Conju- 
ciai and have, in the four 

Books , avoided the dull and harlh 
jftile of the ^ooetrt-Sj and’ that by a 
fmooth ftile, although without Pride 



arid Arrogancy^jdiey k%zm added Or- 



naments to thejnlfked Simplicity ofthe 
Gof den-Agc. 

We have nothing to fay concerning 
, the Fourth Book, becaufe that this 
Work of Memcifs. has, not' as yet. ap- 

^ Pl ar ^ - an we pro- 

ceed to {peak of Qonfuym , it is ne- 
ceffary to publifii the Mfirit-. of- this 
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Philofopher, together with the mod 




cry <x 



v the coming ofjefus Chrift. fie was 
a Bgrt ^ Extraction j for, not 

* T *' " to mention his Mother, who was of 
an Ukftrious Birth, his Father, who 

had 
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had been advanf’d^O/.fjje „firfL-and ft 

chiefeft Offices t^^ltopire, -'was 
defcended^rbW’tneiafl: Emperor of 
the fecond Family. Ct, 



s« 



me lecona t* amity. /*<, c ^ 

Difpofitions to Virtue*' appeMn.^ J3WY 



fometimes in the tendered Years , 
Cottfugiyi, at fix Years old difcovered 
nothing of a Child .• All his ways were 

At the Age of Fifteen Years, he ap~ 
ply’d himfelf to The Reading of the 



m / 
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Ancients, and having feleded thofe 




^ _ 7 ^ 

traced the moll excellent Inflrudtions. 



> 



with a defign firfl; to profit himfelf 
thereby to make them the Rules of 
his own Condud, and afterwards to 
propofe them to others. At Twenty, 
Years old he Married, and had a Son 
named Veya, who died at FiftyT He 
was the only Child he had, but his 
Race extinguilh’d not ; he had a Grande 
fon called, Cufy, that was an Honour W* 
to his Anceftors. Cufu apply’d him- 
felf to Philofophy, he made Commen- 
taries on his Grandfatfier’s Books, was 
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advanc’d to the hagfteft Dignities, and 
his Houfe is fo wel[ fupported, and 
his Pofterity have KWays been fo con- 
siderable both for their Promotions 
and Opulen$y, that this Family is at 
prefent one-ofthe moft Illuftrious in 
China. _ ' > UM± 

Confucitt ? exercis’d tfee~ Magistracy 
at divers places with very good Suc- 
cefs, and with a great Reputation ; 
His greateft Aim being the Publick 
Good, aud the Propagation of his 
Dodtrine, he ambitioufly fought not 
after Vain- glory in thefe Sorts of Em- 
ploys. InSomuch, that when he ac- 
complish’d not . his end, when he faw 
himfelf fruftrated^ia the hopes he had 
of being enabled more eafily to diffufe 
his Lights, from an high Place, he de- 
fcendedLafld renounc’d the Office of a 
, Magistrate. 

>^This Philofbpher had Three thou- 
sand Difciples, among which, there 
were "Five hundred that manag’d the 
mqft .Eminent Charges in feveral 

■tr - Trt ►i'Mi/ I O D „ 

rcrngatHU#-, and Seventy two whofe 
Virtue and Knowfedge was extra- 
ordinary, 
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ordinary, that the/rAnnals have pre » t 
ferv’d their Nam es, Sirnames* anf*' 
the Names of their Country toPofte- 
wty. He divided his Dodrine into 
four Parts ; fo that Confucius’ s School 
was compos’d of four Orders of Dim- 
ples. /‘Thofe of the firft Order applied 
themfelves to cultivate Virtue, and 
thereby to imprefs ftrong Difpofttions 
in their Heart and Mind. 2 'Thofe of„ 
the fecond Order addided themfelves 2 
to the Art of Ratiocination and Rhe- 
torick. >. The third fludied Politicks.,,? 
And the Bufinefe and Employment of 
*the fourth Order, was to write in a % 
frnooth and heat feyle^ what concern’d 
Morality. Amongu thefe, Seventy 
two Difciples, there were^ten that 
fignalized themfelves, and whofe 
Names annd Writings are in great 
Veneration..' ?yn ~~ 

Confucius, throughout his Dodrine, 
had no other intent than to diflipate 
the Mills of the Mind, to extirpate 
Vice, and re-eflablifh that Integrity 
which he . affirm’d to have been a 
Prefent horn He*ven. And the more 

ifJ l) 3 eafily 
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eafily to attain this end, he exhorted 
•^^^Uthofc that heard his Jnftru&ions, 
fl?e» to obey Heaton, to fear and ferve it, 
to love his Neighbour as^iitnfedf, to 
conquer and fubmit his Paflions unto 
Reafon, to do nothing, fay nothing, 
nor think nothing contrary to jt. And 
what was more remarkable, he re- 
commended nothing to others, either 
in Writing or by word of Mouth, 
which he did not firft pra&ife him- 
felf. His Difciples alfo had for him 
generation lb oxt r a or dina ryy that 
tne^ fometimes made no feruple to 
pay him thofe Honours, which were 
us’d to be render’d to thofe only that 
fat upon the Throne : An Example 
of w’hich we will give you. ’Twas 
an Ancient Cuftom among the Chi- 
neses , to place Sick Perlons Beds on the 
North-fidel but becaufe that this 
fituation " was the fituation of the 
King’s Beds; when a.Kipg vifited a 
•Sick Perfon, the BeTwa^TfTn^wd to 
the South-fide , and ’twas ^jCrime 
not to do it. 
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Difciples, that, 



Confucim had fern a. 
in their Sicknefies, 

render’d 
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render d him luch an Homage. We 
mull: not here forget one very remark- 
able Thing which the Chinefes relate. 

They r eport that Confu^itsL was us’d 
continually to fay, That the MI Man, 
was in the Weft. Whatever his Thoughts /<vn£) 
were, it is certain that Sixty and five 
Years after Chrift’s Birth, the Empe- ftye. 

' ror Miryti , excited by the PhiJofo- 
pher’s words, and much more, as it V 
is fa id, by the Image of the Holy 
Hero that appeared to him in a Dreanx, 
fent two Ambafladors intatheWeft, 
there t o find out th & Stm^m^TTdy-- 
Law. But thefe Ambafladors Landing 
at a certain Ifladd not far from the 
Red-Sea, and jiot daring to ve n ture^ 
farther, they advifed about taking a ' 
certain Idol they found there, which „ 
was the~Statue o£-a- -Philofef her cal-Z^fe 
led Foe grad, that had appear’d in ' ' u 
the Indiat, about Five hundred Years 
before Confucius, and brought into China 
Fohi’s Idol with the Dodrine which 
he had Taught. Happy had been 
their Embafly, if inflead' of this Do- 
drine they had returned into their 
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own Country with the laving Do- 
/ jflrine of Jefus Chrift, which St.The- 

Preach’d in the Indies ; but 
this Divine Light had not as yet 
reach’d thither. From this unhappy 
time, the Generality of the Ghinefes 
have follow’d aft er I dols ; and $u- 
perftition and Idolatrydaily making 
new Progrefs, they by little and lit- 
tle forfook the Dodtrine of their Ma- 
iler, have negle&ed the r e3fcellept In- 
ftru&ions of the Anciehfs^Thd m fine, 
being grown Coptemners of all forts 
of Religion tfteyvare fal n headlong 
into Atheifm. They could not indeed 
do'brherwife, in following the Exe- 
crable Do&rine of that Impoftor Fo%i, 
who taught, That the Trinciple and 



\ 
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dlrine was fo repugnant to that of 
Fohi- and his Followers ; This illuftri- 
ous Philofbpher, who was io neceflary 
and helpfu to his Country, died in 
the 73 Year of his Age ; a little before 
the Sicknefs which fnatch’d him from 
the Cbinefes , he with great Bitternefs 

cf 
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'«■ of Spirit, lamented the Difbrders of 

b his Time,* and exprefs’d his Thoughts 

i , and Grief, by a Verfe which may be 
ft thus translated, 0 great Mountain ! he 

if meant his^Dodfrin great Mountain, 

tji wPat~ art thou become ! This Important 

$! Macjnne is fuhverted ! Jlas l There are 

in no more fVifemen;[no mer& Sainfsl This ^ 

lii Reflection fo grievoufly afflicted him, 

A that he prefently languish'd ; and 

li feven days before his Death, turning 

’m towards his Difciples, after having 

M teftified his regret and trouble to fee 

m that Kings, whole good Conduct was 

;e fo neceffary, and of fuch great Impor- 

Kt tance, would not obferve his Maxims 

d and Inftructions, he doTbroufly fub- 

tt joyns, feeing that things go thus , na- 
vi thing more remains /_ than to die. He 

jo had no fooner utter’d thefe words, but 

: ! he fell into a Lethargy, which ended 

| with his Death. 

ji Confucius, was Buried in his own 
jj Country, in the whi- 

| ther he was retir’d with his deareft % 

m Difciples. For his Sepulchre they 

d chcfe a place near the City of Kiofeu , 

t: on 




2 6 The Morals of Confucius, 

on the Bank of the River Su , in that 
very Academy where he us’d to teach, 
and which is at j?refent feen environ’d 
with Walls, like aconfiderabfcCity . 

It Is not pofiible to exprefs the Affli- 
ction which the Death of this Philo- 
fbpher caus'd to his Difciples. They 
bitterly bewail’d him; they put on 
Mourning Weeds , and were under 
fuch great anguiih, that they negle- 
cted the care of their Nourilhment 
and their Life. Never was a good 
Father more regretted by dutiful and 
well-bred Children , than Confapm 
was by his difciples. They were all 
in Mourning and Tears a whole Year, 
feme three Years : and there was one, 
who Being more truly fenftble than 
the reft cf the Lofs they had under- 
went, ftirred not, for fix Years, from 
the_ place" where his Mailer h^l been 
Buried. 'V'V' 

In all faQXmQs , there are feen 
Magnificent &%$eg ss, which w^e-built 
in honour of Confuqitss-^ with thefe and 
' other fuch like fpfcriptions, written in 
CharaSlers of Gold. To the great Ma~ 

per 
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[ ! Jler. To the Illufirious King., of the 
I 1 Learned/ fa ihe /Smnfr Or, which 

* is the fame thing amongft the Chinefes . 

To him that was endow d with an ex~ 

* traordimry^dVifdpm. And although it 

^ be ^wo^moufand Years fince this Phi- 
lc . lofopher’s de^eafe, they have fo great 
® ^ Veneration for his Memory, that 

k the Magiftrates never pafs by theft ? , 

^ Colleges, .without flopping their ftate-^^y^ 
:i1 ly Baialfeh?, wherein they are carried -~t£* 
01 for diftin<3ion fake. They aligh t, and 
K after Tome few Moments Proflration, *«■**'. 

do march a little way on foot. There 
& ‘‘^l-re even^mperors and Kings who difc 
% dain'r/not fometimes to vifit theft Edf- h / 
ffi, flee? where the Titles of this Philofo- 
3Ji pher are Engrav’d, and to perform it 
Iff after a glorious manner. Behold, the 
on exceeding remarkable words of the 
fft Emperor Tmkj&o, , who was the third / " 
k Emperor of the/prec#eding Family 
eel called Mirrap. He Pronounced them one 
nil; day, when be, was difpos’d to go to 
slid one of theft' ^Colleges- already men* 
lit tion’d ; I adore the Mafier of Kings and 
fr Emperors. Emperors and Kings are Lords 
ft, and 
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and Mafters of their People ; but Con- 
fuqius has propos'd the true Methods of 
governing thefe very People , and of in- 
ft railing the Ages to come.-’-lt is there- 
fore convenient that 1 go to the great 
College , and there offer fame Prefents 
to this great Mafter who is no wore , to 
the end that I may (hew how much I 
honour the Learned , and how greatly l 
effeem their Do ft vine. Thefe extraor- 
/figfftazty marks of Veneration do inti- 
mate that the yijrtuejmdl Merit of this 
Philofopher havS'^jlefT^traordinary. 
And certainly this excellent Man was 
alfo endow’d with admirable Qualifi- 
cations. He had an AfpetS both .grave 
and modeft ; he was faithful, juft, 
chearfu!, civil, courteous, affable : 
and a certain ferenity, which appear’d 
in his Countenanqe, gain’d him the 
hearts and refpecf of all thofe that 
beheld him. He fpake little, and me- 
ditated much. He eagerly purfued his 
Studies, without tiring his Spirit. He 
contemn’d Riches and. Honours when 
they were Obflacles to his Defigns. 
His whole Delight was in teaching and 

making 
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making hisjjodrme fevcrary iso-many. 
He was feverer to himfelf than others. 
He had a continual Circa mfpedion 
over himfelf, and was a rigid Cenfurer 
of his own Conduct. Heblamdhim- 
fclf for not being aflidudus enough in 
Inftruding for not (hewing vigilance 
enough in correding his own Faults, 
and for not ex^ercifing himfelf, as he 
ought, in in the pradiQe of Virtue. In 
fine, he had one Virtue rarely found 
in great Men* 'viz. Humility.- for he 
not onljppake with an extreme Mo- 
defty of himfelf, and what con9ern’d 
him, but he with a fingular fincerity 



declar’d to the whole Wo 



.that he 

O’ 



jiii ceafed not to learn, aftdTtnat thrDo 
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drine he' taught %as not his own, but f 
the Dodrine of the Ancients. ’ Bur 
his Books are his true Pourtraidure, 
which in this pla^e we proceed to ex- 
pofe to view. 
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A COLLECTION 



Out of 



Confucius 3 s Works. 






The First Book. 
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A uttscl 

‘HE Firft Book^of Confugitts was 
publifhed by one of his mo ft 
famous Difciples named Cent, u 
c« ; and this Learned Difciple writ ve2~ r & 

Ty excellent Commentaries thereon.’ 

This Book is, as it were, the Gate ***•*' 
through which it is neceflary to pals '* * 
to arrive at the fublimeft Wifdom, ll 

and moft perfect Virtue. The Philo- 
fopher here treats of three confidera- 
ble Things 

t. Of 



.w: 
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i. Of what we ought to do to cul- 
tivate our Minds, and regulate our 



Manners. 

Of the Method by which it is 
neceffary to inflrud and guide others. 

And, • 

3. Of the Care that every one ought 
to have to tend to the Sovereign Good, 
to adhere thereunto, and, a_s l may fo 
fay, to repofe himfelt therein. 

Becaufe the Author chieRy defign’d 
to addrefs his Inftrudions to the Prin- 
ces and Magi Rrates that . might be cal- 
led to the Regality,’ dhis^Book is enti- 
tled, TfHio , or. The Greg Science. 

£< The great fays Confucius , 

to-ac^utfo-t-rue Knowledge, /_the Know- 
ledge, confequently, worthy of Prin- 
ces, and the molt Iiluftrious Perfbna- 
aep.is to cultivate and polifh the Rea- 
lign, ^ which is a Prefent that we have 
received from Heaven. Our Concu- 
pifcencc has difordered it, and inter- 
mit feveral Impurities, therewith. 
Take away therefore, and remove 
from it thefe Impurities , to the 
end that it may reaffume its former 
■ ” Luftre, 
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I' Luftre, and enjoy its utmoft Perfe<fti- 
H • on. This, here is the Sovereign Good. 

This is not fufficient. ’Tis moreover 
I requifite , that a Prince by his Exhor- 
ts rations, and by his own Example, 
make of his People, as it were, a new 
g ! People. In fine, after being, by great 

i Pains , arrived at this Sovereign Per- 
ji fe&ion, at this chief Good, you muft 

not relax; ’tis here that Perfeverance 
;ii is abfolutely neceflary. Whereas Men 
ri generally purfue not the Methods that 
3 lead to the PofTeflion of the Sovereign 
nt Good , and to a conftant and eternal 
a PofTeflion , Confucius has thought it 
'u highly important to give fome Inftru- 

ii £tions therein. 

in He fays. That after we know the 
jt End to which we muft attain, it is ne- 
ef cefiary to determine , and inceftantly 
jo to make towards this End, by walking 
u in the Ways which lead thereuuro; 
jj by daily confirming in his Mind the/ 
jd Refolution fixt on for the attaining it, 
and by eftablifhing it fo well, that no- 
thing may in the leaft (hake it. 

it ' . . 
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When you (hall have thus fixt your |! 
Mind in this great Defign , give up ! 

C* your felf, adds he, to Meditation:’ Rea- 
son upon all things within your (elf; 1 
Endeavour to have fame clear Idea’s 1 
thereof; Confider didinc5tly what pre- 1 

l'enteth it (elf to you ; Pals , without 1 

prejudice , (olid Judgments thereon ; 1 

Examine every thing, and weigh every 
thing with Care. After Examination ; 3 

and Reafonings of this nature , you 1 
may eafily arrive at the End where you ’ 
muft fix, at the End where you ought 1 
refolutely to (land , viz. at a perfedb 1 
Conformity of all your A&ions , .with 1 

what Reafon fuggefts. p 

As to the Means which a Prince * 
* ought to ufe, to purifie and polifh his ! 
Realon, to the end that it being thus ) 
difpoled , he may govern his States, I 
and redrefs and beautifie the Reafon of I 
his People , the Philofbpher propofes \ 
after what manner the Ancient Kings I 
rp • governed themlelves.^/u^^’ | 

That they might at laft govern their « 
Empire wifely, they endeavoured, faith H 

he , prudently to lway a particular S 
1 ' : . King- 
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Kingdom, and to excite its Members to 
improve their Reafon , and to a£t like 
Creatures endow’d with Underftand- 
ing. To produce this Reformation in 
this particular Kingdom, ‘they labour- 
! ed to regulate their Family , to the 
end that it might ferve as a Model to 
i all the Subjects of this Kingdom. To 
! reform their Family , they took an 
i extraordinary care to Polifh their 
i own Perfon , and fo well to compofe 
i their Words and A&ions, that they 
I i might neither fay, nor do any thing 
i that might ever fo little offend Com- 
il plaifance, and which was not edi- 
j / fying ; to the end that they themfelves 
1C might be a Pattern and Example con- 
| tinually expofed to the Eyes of their 
i, Domedicks , and all their Courtiers. 
:(l To obtain this exteriour Perfe&ion, 

{ they drove to rectify their Mind , by 
x governing and fubduing their PalTions; 
- becaufe that the PafTions do, for the 
* mod par^ remove the Mind from its 
i natural Re&itude, do abafe and incline 
|( j it to all forts of Vice. To rectify their 
I* * Mind, to rule and fubdue their Padions, 

, : E a they 
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they fo aded , that their Will was al- 
, ways bent to Good , and never turn’d 
/ towards Evil. In fine, thus to difpofe 
/< their Will, they ftudied to illuminate 
0 their Underftanding , and (6 well to 
1 enlighten ^it , that, if it was poffible, 
/' they mighr^Ignor«frrothing ; For to 
Will , Deftre , Love and Elate , it is 
L neceflary to Know ; this is the Philo- 
“ fophy of Right Reafon.^ 

.. y, , /This is what Confucius propos’d to 
y THiffYi rices , to infirud them how to 

redify and polifh firft their own Rea- 
fon , and afterwards the Reafon and 
Perfons of all their Subjeds. But to 
make the greater Jmpreffion, after 
having gradually defcended from the 
wife Condud of the whole Empire, 
to the Perfedion of the Underftanciing, 
he reafcends , by the fame Degrees, 
from the illuminated Underftanding 
to the happy State of the whole Em- 
pire. " I), f aith he . the Underftanding 
of a Prince is well enlighten’d , his 
Will will incline only to Good ; His 
Wdi inclining only to Good, his Soul 
will be entirely redified , there , will 
i‘ J - not 
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J not be any Paffion that can make him 
deftroy his ReCtitude: The Soul being 
* thus rectified, he will becompoled in 
16 his exterior , nothing will be obferv’d 
J 1 in his Perfon that can offend Complai- 
® lance. His Perfon being thus per- 
t! feded, his Family, forming it felf ac- 
tl carding to this Model, will be reform’d 
il« and amended. His Family being arriv’d 
at this Perfection , ’twill ferve as an 
t Example to all the Subjects of the 
t particular Kingdom , and the Members 
tei of the particular Kingdom to all thole 
am that compofe the Body of the Empire, 
t Thus the whole Empire will be well 
lie govern’d j Order and Jultice will 
tb: Reign there $ we (hall there enjoy a 

lit! profound Peace, ’twill be an happy and 
inf flou riffling Empir?T Confuchcs ajfter- 
rees wards certifies, that thele Admonitions 
di^ do not lefs regard the Subjects than the 
£j Princes ; and after having addrefs’d 
himfelf to Kings, he tells them , that 
Ik they ought particularly to apply them- 
gi felves rightly to govern their Family, 
jji to take care thereof , and reform .• 
(| For, he adds, it is intpotfible that he that 
ji; E 3 knows 
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knows not how to vovern and reform his 
own Family , c<i» rightly govern and re- 
-form a People . v 

/ ;V Behold what is mod important in 
Confucius's Doctrine contained/in the 
/ Firft Book, and which is the^ext, as 
/ I may fay, u- hereon his Commentator 
Cemfbt has taken Pains. 

This Famous Difciple , to explain 
and enlarge his Mailer’s Inftrudtions, 
alleges Authorities and Examples, 
which he'draw# from Three very an- 
cient Books , highly efteemed by the 
Chinefes. 

The Firfl: Book he mentions, which 
is of a later date thanThe red, is enti- 
tuled Cajncao , and makes up a Part of 
the Chronicles of the Empire of Che u. 
This Book Wa“s compofed by a Prince 
called Vuvarfy the Son of King Venvam . 
{ Fuvamd oes^t h ere i n highly extol his 
Father ; but his Principal Delign, in 
magnifying the Virtues, and admirable 
Qualities of this Prince , is to form 
according to this Model one of his 
Brethren, whom he u ? ou!d perfedt in 
Virtue .* And it is obftrvable, that he 
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ordinarily tells him , that their Father 
had the Art of being Virtuous ; Fen- 
vanij, laid he to him , had the Art of 
Polifking his Reafon and his P erf on. 

The Second Book, from whence u 
Cerngu cites his Authorities and Exam- 
ples, is called Tai-Kia. This Book, 
which is a great deal ancipnter than 
the Firft, was writ ^^Varnous^mperor 
Xam , named T-Tin ; ’ris therein read, 
that this T-Tin , Teeing Tat-Kia the 
Grandfon of the Emperor Chim-Tam / t***rA* f 
degenerate from the Virtue of his Il- 
lustrious Anceftors , and carry himfelf 
after a manner wholly different from 
theirs ; he commanded him to live 
^Three Years in a Garden, wher e w as 
his Grandfather’s ' Tomb ; that this 
made To great an Impreffion upon his 
Spirit, that he chang’d his courfe : And 
that the fame T-Tin who had done him 
fo kind an Office , having afterwards 
advanc’d him to the Empire, Tat-Kia 
govern’d it a long time in great Pro- 
Iperity. King Tam, (aid T-Tin to Tat- 
Kia ^ King Tam alivays had his Mind 
difpofed to cultivate that precious Rea- 
r E ,\ (m 
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)on which has been given us from Hea- 
, ven. 

In Fine, the Third Book, which is 
4Hach ancienter than the Two former, 
i^called Ti-Tien $ and upon the occafion 
of King Taq r it is there read, That this 
Prince could cultivate this jullime Virtue , 
■this great andfublime Gift which he had 
received from u Heaven , ^ viz. Natural 
tt.f, Reafojn. 3 

CW c viffcmf ^' its 5 Di* 
fciple,by thefe Authorities, defign’d to 
(hew, or rather fuppofes that the whole 
World believes that we have all recei- 
ved from Heaven , thofe Light which 
mod; Men fuffer to extinguilh by their 
Negligence, a Reafon which moft Men 
voluntarily flight, and fuffer to corrupt : 
And feeing that there were Princes 
which have perfected thefe Lights, 
which have bettered and improved 
their Reafon, we ought to imitate them, 
and that we , as well as they by their 
Endeavours , may attain to fuch a 
Perfection. 

We muff not here forget a re- 
markable thing which Cemcu relates, 

' touche 
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touching a Baton wherein King lane 
us’d to bathe and wadi himfelf.Hefays, 
that thefe excellent Words were there K / >-■ 
engrav’d; Wafb thy felf, renew thy f elf 
continually , renew thy felf every Day ; 
Renew thy felf from Day to Day. : And 

that it was to intimate to the King ? that 
if a Prince which governs others has 
contracted Vices ami Impurities., he 
ought to labour to cleanfe himfelf 
there-from, and to reduce his Heart in- 
to its firftftateof Purity. As for the 
reft , it~has been- an ancient Cuftom 
among the Chinefes , to grave or paint 
on their Domeftick Veffels fome Moral 
Sentences, and ftrong Exhortations to 
Virtue .* So that when they Bath’d 
themfelves, or took their Repafts there^ 
they had thefe Sentences and Exhor- 
tations continually before their Eyes. 

This ancient Cuftom is ftill prehrv’d. 
There is only this difference , fays he 
that PobJifhes Confucius’s Worm, that 
whereas heretofore the Characters 
were grav’d or painted on the infide 
of the Veflel, in the middle of the inte- 
rior Faqe^ at prefent the Chinefes do 
: ’ mofl 
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moft frequently grave or paint them 
on the outftdf,/ fatisfying themfelves in 
this Agiy^iihihe outward appearance of 
Virtue. 

AkerCenpeu hasfpoken of the Two 
Firft Parts of his vfafter’s Do&rine, the 
one of which refpeds what a Prince 
fhould do for his own Perfedion, and 
the other what he is obliged to do for 
the Perfedion and Profperity eif^ihers ; 
he proceeds to the Third and Laft Part, 
wherein he difcourfes of the Laft End 
that every one ought to propofe as the 
Sovereign Good, and whereat he ought 
to fix. We muft remember, that bv 
the Laft End and Sovereign Good, Con- 
fucim underftands, as we have already 
observed, an entire Conformity of our 
Adions with Right Reafon. 

, After this , he alleges the Example 
of that^»v4«% already fpoken of.* And 
certainly this Prince’s Condud was fo 
wife and regular, that we cannot with- 
out Admiration underftand how, by the 
(ole Lights of Nature , he could have 
fuch Idea’s as he had, and could arrive 

at fo fublime a Virtue, as that where- 
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unto he attain’d. It will not be un- 
pleafing, to lee (omething ol it here. 

Venvam, faith the Commentator,., 
acknowledged , that the Love which 
Princes bear to their Subjects , cannot 
but greatly contribute rightly to Go- 
vern, and make them happy : And upon 
this Confideration, he made this Love 
his Principal Bufmefs, which he incef- 
fantly endeavour’d topertedh Behold 
the Method he took !,J3 eq^ule that the 
Principal Virtue of' a^Subjecl is to 
honour and jrefoe£t his King , Venvam) 
being as yet *a ‘Subject, .fixed himfelf to 
render this Honour and Refpeft ; and 
took lo great a Plealure in theie forts 
of Obligations, that he always fulfill’d 
them with great Fidelity. As the firft, 
and raoft important Virtud of Children 
to their Parents , is Obedience, V en~ 
van/fi, in the Relation oi a Son, ad her d 
to this Obedience ; and inceffantly 
acquitted himfelf ot this Duty with 
an extraordinary Piety.’' The Principal 
Virtue of a Father , adds Confucius’ s 
Difciple, is a tender Love for Ins Chil- 
dren .* Thus Venvarti . like a Father, 

£ " Ruck 
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fluck clofe to this Love, whereof he 
continually gave very Signal Proofs; 
not by a weak and criminal Indul- 
gence, but by the continual Cares he 
took to reform and inftruct them. In 
fine , Fidelity is a Virtue abfolutely 
f neceffary to thofe that live in a Socie- 
ty .• Thus Venvawi in fpeaking and 
acting with the Subjects of ^his King- 
dom, kept clofe to this Duty, and fo 
itrongly adher’d to it , that he never 
promis’d any thing, which he effected 
iibt with an unfpeakable Promptitude 
and Exactnefs. 

This Prince , fays Centra, was Born 
of very Virtuous Parents , who had 
taken great Care of his Education, 
efpccially his Mother Taicin, who had 
a Pattern of Virtue ; but he him- 
felf had lo well improved his Educa- 
tion, that he render’d himfelf an ac- 
eomplifh’d himfelf, and acquitted him- 
felf with fo much Reputation, and fuch 
a general Efteem, even amongft Fo- 
reign Nations , thar Forty-four King- 
doms voluntarily fubmitted t o his Em- 
pire, Nevertheless, adds fje, this great 
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Honour wherewith he was environed/ 
was never capable of Eclipfwg him.'* 
He was endow’d with an inexprefhble 
and unparallel’d Modefly and Humi- 
lity : He very feverely accus’d himfelf 
of not being Virtuous enough ; for one 
Day when he was Sick, the Earth be- 
ing {hook with Prodigious Earth- 
quakes, he fought the Caufe of this .Ca- 
lamity, and of the Wrath of Heaiferfc, 
only in his own Sins, although he was 
of a ConFummate Virtue. ,C dCit 'V , 

That which moft appear’d in Fen- 
'• varws Actions, was an extraordinary 
Charity ; a Proof whereof we will 
here allege. In the Annals of China 
it is Recorded, that this Prince having 
found in the Field the Bones of a Man, 
to whom theHonours of Burying were 
refus’d , he immediately commanded 
them to be Interr’d ; and fome of the 
by-ftanders faying. That the Maher- of 
the. Deceafed was unknown , and that 
for this Reafon he might not concern 
himfelf, it being founded perhaps on 
fome Cuftom of the Country. What , 
replies the King, He that holds the Reins 

of 
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of the Empire , Is not he the Mafter of 
it ? He that Reigns , is not he the Mafter 
of the Kingdom t 1 am there f ore the 
'W ' 0 Lord and Mafter of the Dead , wherefore 
then fhould I refufe them thefe lafi Offices 
\ of Piety > But this is not all ; he had 
I no fooner utter’d thefe Words, but 
ttjjftripping himfelt of his Royal Vefl> 
ment, he commanded it to be us’d in- 
ftead of a Winding-Sheet, to wrap up 
thefe Bones, and Bury them according 
to' the Manners -and Cuftom of the 
Country ; which his Courtiers obfer- 
ving with Admiration, they thus cry’d 
out , If the Piety of our Prince is fo 
great towards dry Bones , how great will 
it not he towards Fften that enjoy Life ? 
They made fome ^otner. Reflections of 
this nature. 

Venvams Charity had properly for its 
Objedt, hi! forts ofPerions, but particu- 
larly, Ancitftt Perfons, Widows, Or- 
phans and the Poor, whom he protected 
and nouri fil'd, as if they had been his 
own Children. It is believ’d, that thefe 
Charitable ACtions were the Principal 
Caufe of the Re-eftablifliment of a 

Pious 



k 

li 

iil 

i 

i 

9 

« 

ft 



0 



a Chinefe (pbilofopher. ' 47 

Pious Cuftom of the fir ft Emperors, 
and of a Law which is ftifl obferved 
throughout China. This Law ena<fts. 
That in every City, even in the leafl , an 
Hundred Poor Aged Per/ons {hall le 
maintained at the P'ublick C barge. 

But V envany not fatisfied with 
having given, in his Life-time, Inftru- 
(ftions and Examples of Virtue ; when 
he felt himfelf near Death , not fuffi- 
ciently relying on the Force of his 
precedm^k fnftrudtions and Examples, 
and knowing that the Laft Words of 
Dying Perfons do make a great Im- 
preffion , he likewife gave his Son 
Uvarry thefe Three Admonition's. 

I. When you fee any Virtuous Action 
done , be not jlack to prallife it. 

If. When the Opportunity of Doing a 
Reaf enable Thing {hall offer , make ufe of it 
without hefi fating. 

III. C eafe not thy Endeavours to Ex- 
tirpate and Suppref Vice. 

Thefe Three Admonitions which give 
you, my Son , adds he , do comprehend 
whatever may produce an exalt Probity 
and Excellent Conduit. . 

Be- 
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Behold 4pubtlefi an Example which 
Ihews^tTSat Irrmis King’s Life-time, 
the Chinejes had very Rational Senti- 
ments, and that Virtue, a_s I may fay, 
was their Ppffion : For in a word, the 
People genet^lly conform themfelves 
to the Sentiments and Manners of their 
Kings. 

Regis ad e xern plum tot us componiiur 
Orlis. 






There is nothing that gives a greater 
Idea of the Virtue of the ancient Chi- 
nefs, than what they have Writ and 
Practis’d, in refpect of their Law-Suits. 
They Teach, That Actions ought not 
to be commenc’d againft one; That 
Frauds, Severities, and Enmities, which 
are the general Attendants and Confe- 
quences of Law-Suits, were unbecom* 
mg Men ; That the whole World ought 
to live in Unity and Concord, and that 
to this end it behoved every one to ufe 
their utmoft Endeavours, either to 
prevent Law-Suits from arifing , or to 
Rifle them in their Birth, by reconciling 
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tlie Parties, dr infpiring them with / 
the Love of Peace ; that is to (ay, ly 
engaging them to i{ renew (and improve 
their Reafons : Ttie(e are C emeus own - 
Words. 

But that which is mod remarkable 

» „ * v j v ' f > • 

on this Subjed, is, the extraordinary 
Precautions which the Judg es took be- 
fore any Caufe was brought before 
their Tribunals. They with the ut- 
moft Vigilance and Attention, Exa- 
min’d the outfide of the Plaintiff, or 
him that began the Suit ; to the end, 
that by this means they might know 
whether this Man was thereunto ex- 
cited by good Motives ; whether he 
id believ’d his Caufe good, or whether 
11: he aided Sincerely .* And for this pur- 
pofe there were Five Rules. By the 
Fitft Rule, They Examin’d the placing 
of his Words, and mariner of Speak- 
ing ; and this was called Cutim , that 
is to fay, The Ohjervation of the Words. 

By the Second, They confider’d the Air 
of his Countenance, and the Motion 
of his Lips, and this was called Setim y 
that is to fay, The Ohfervatio# of the 
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5 o The Morals of Confucius^ 

Face. By the Third, They obferv’d 
his manner of Breathing, when he pro- 
pos’d his Caufe V this Rule was called 
Kit inti, that is to fay, The Ohfervation 
of the Refpiration. By the Fourth, They 
remark’d whether his Reply was quick- 
whether he gave not intricate, ill- 
grounded, uncertain Anfwers, or whe- 
ther he Ipake of any other thing than 
that in queftion ; or whether his Words 
were not ambiguous ; and this was 
called Ulhtm , that is to fay, The Oh. 
fervation of the Anfwers Laflly, By 
the Fifth, The Judges were carefully 
to weigh the Confiderations and Re- 
fpedt, to fee whether there was no 
Trouble, Digrefiion, or Confufion ; if 
there appeared not any fign of a Lye 
and Fraud ; and this lafl Rule was cal- 
led Motinty that is to fay, The Ohfer- 
« nation of the Byes^ 

’Twas by thefe exterior Marks that 
this Ancient ^%JS%%^difcovered the 
moil hidden Thoughts of the Heart, 
render’d an exadt Juftice, diverted a 
great many Perfons from Law-Suits 

and Frauds, and infpir’d in them the 
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love of Equity and Concord. But at 
preftnt thefe Rules are ignor’d in G hi- 
na , or at leaft wholly negledled. 

To return to Confucius’s Do&rine il- 
Juftrated with the Commentaries of 
£en%u. This Difciplefet a high va- 
lue upon a Maxim which he had fre- 
quently heard tiis Mailer repeat, and 
which himfelf alfo very ftrongly incul- 
cated. ’Twas this; Always behave thy 
felf with the fame Precaution and Dif- 
c ret ion as you would do , if you were ob» 
ferv d by Ten Eyes, and pointed at by fo 
many Hands . ' '* 

To render Virtue yet more com- 
mendable, and more'eafily to inlpire 
the Sentiments thereof, the fame Dis- 
ciple demonftrates, That, whatever is 
honefi: and advantagious , is ami- 
able ; and we are obliged to love Virtue,' 
becaufe it includes both theft Quali- 
ties. That moreover Virtue is an Orna- 
ment which embellilhes, as I may fay. 
the whoie Perfon of him that polfefies 
it t his Interior and Exterior ; that 
to the Mind it communicates inexpreft 
fible Beauties and Perfe&ions ; that as 

F % to 




5 z The Morals of Confucius^ 

to the Body, it there produces very feffj 
ftble Delights ; that it affords a certain 
Phyfiognomy, certain Tranfports, cer- 
tain ways which infinitely pleafe ; and 
as it is the Property of Virtue to be- 
calm the Heart, and keep Peace there, 
fo this inward Tranquillity and fecret 
Joy do produce a certain Serenity in 
the Countenance, a certain Joy, and 
Air of Goodriefs, Kindnefs and Rea- 
son, which attracts the Heart and E- 
fteem of the whole World. After which 
he concludes, that the principal Bufi- 
nefs of a Man is to re&ifie his Mind, 
and fo well to rule his Heart, that his 
Paffions might alwa3 T s be calm ; and 
if it happen that they be excited, he 
ought to be mov’d no farther than is 
neceflary ; in a word, that he may 
regulate them according to right Rea* 
Con. For, as for inftance, adds he, if 
we forTer our felves to be tranfported 
with exceflive Anger, that is to fay, if 
we fall into a Rage without any caufo, 
or more than we ought when we have 
reafon, we may thence conclude, that 
our Mind has not the Rectitude it ought 

to 
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to have. If we contemn and mortal- 



i 

HE 

\ 

et 

M 

If; 

IS 

E 

i 

% 

i 

in; 

I 

is 

W 

Rs 

5, 

t 

;s! 

f 

i 

s 



ly hate a Perfon, by reafon of certain 
Defers that we obferve in him, and 
render not Juftice to his good and ex- 
cellent Qualities, if endow’d there- 
with ,* if we permit our (elves to be 
troubled by a too great Fear,* if we 
abandon our (elves to an immoderate 
Joy, or to an exceflive Sorrow, it can- 
not be (aid that our Mind is in the (late 
wherein it ought to be, that it has its 
Re&itude and Uprightnefs. 

Cem^u. carries this Moral a great way 
further, and gives it a Perfection which, 
in my Opinion, could never be expect- 
ed from thofe that have not been ho- 
noured with Divine Revelation. He 
fays, That it is not only neceffary to 
obferve Moderation in general, as oft 
as our Paflions are ftirred, but that al- 
fb in refpeCt of thofe which are the mod; . 
lawful, innocent and laudable, we ought 
not blindly to yield up our felves there- 
unto, and always to follow their Moti- 
ons ; it is neceflary to confult Reafon. 
As for Example, Parents are oblig’d to 
jLove one another, Neverthelels, as 

F 3 their 
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*heir Amity may be too weak, fo it 
may be alfb too ftrong ; and as to the 
one and the other Refped, there is 
doubtlefs an Irregularity. It is Juft 
for a Child to love his Father,* but if 
a Father has any confiderable Defed, 
if he has committed any great Fault, 
’tis the Duty of a Son to acquaint him 
with it, and tell him what may be for 
his Good ; always keeping a due Ref- 
ped, from which he ought not to de- 
part. Likewife, if a Son is fallen in- 
to any Sin, 'tis the Duty of a Father 
to Reprove him, and give him his Ad- 
vice thereon. But if their Love is 
Blind ; if their Love is a mere Paffion ,* 
if it is Flefh and Blood which make 
them to Ad, this Affedion is an Irre- 
gular Affedion. Why ? Becaufe it 
digreffeth from the Rule of right 
Realon. 

We (hould injure the Reader if we 
fhould omit Speaking of the Emperor 
Tao , whofe Elogy is Recorded in the 



Work that affords the matter of ours. 
Never Man has more exadly pradis’d 
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all thefe Duties, which have been pro- 
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pos’d by Confucius's Difaple than he. 

It may be laid, if his Pourtrai&ure is not 
Flatter’d, that he had a Difpofitiois 
made for Virtue. He had a tender, but 
magnanimous and well-difpofed Heart. 
He Lov’d thole that he was oblig’d to 
Love , but ’twas without the lead 
Weakneff. He, in a word, regulated 
his Love, and all his Paflions, accor- 
ding to right 

This Prmce;arflvcf at the "Empire 
years before Jefus Chrift, he J 
Reign’d an Hundred Years ; But he » 
Rul’d with fo much Prudence, Wif- 
dom, and fo many Demonftrations of 
Clemency and Kindnefs to his Subjedfs, 
that they were the happieft People of 
the Earth. 

Tasj had all the Excellent Qualities 
defireable in a Prince ; his Riches made 
him not Proud ; his Extraction, which 
was fo Noble and Illuftrious, puffed 
him not up with Arrogancy. He was 
Virtuous, Sincere, and Kind without 
Affedfation. Elis Palace, Table, Ap- 
parel and Furniture diffover’d the 
greateft Moderation that pvef was 
: F 4 "" feep. 
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leen. He delighted in Mufick, but it 
was a Grave, Modeft, and Pious Mu- 
fick.* he detailed nothing fo much as 
Songs wherein Modefty and Civility 
were blemilht. ’Twas not a Caprici- 
ous Humour that made him diflike 
thefe forts of Songs, ’twas the defire 
he had of rendering himfelf in all Things 
pleafing unto Heaven. ’Twas not A- 
varice that produc’d in him that Mode- 
ration which he obferv’d in his Table, 
Apparel, Furniture, and every thing 
elfe,* it was only the Love he bare to 
thofe that were in want, for he only 
defigned to relieve them. ’Twas alfo 
his great Piety, and that ardent Cha- 
rity wherewith he burn’d, which made 
him frequently to utter thefe admirable 
x Words. The Famine of my People is 



my own Famine.- 
own Sin ■ 



My Peoples Sin is my 



In the Seventy Second Year of his 
Reign he Eledled Xun as a Colleague, 
who Govern’d the Empire Twenty 
Eight Years with him .* But what is 
moil remarkable, and which deferves 
the Praife and Applaufe of all Ages, is. 
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That although he had a Son, he de- 
clar’d, that he appointed Xun, in whom 
he had feen a great deal of Virtue, atn 
exadjfc Probity , and judicious Condudt, 
for his SuccefTor. And it being told 
him, that his Son complain’d of his 
Excluding him from the Succeffion to 
the Empire, he made this anfver, which 
alone may be the Subjedfc of an Excel- 
lent Panegyrick, and render his Me- 
mory Immortal, I had rather my only 
Son fboud he WilPedy and all my People 
Gotd^fhan if my Son alone was 
and all my People W&kezi ■ 

Confucius s chief aim, as we have 
declar’d, being topropofe his Dodtrine 
to Kings, and perfwadethemtoit, be- 
caufe he thought, that if he could in- 
fpire them with the Sentiments of 
Virtue, their Subjedts would become 
Virtuous after their Example ; Cemcu, 
explaining this Dodfrine expatiates 
largely on the Duty of Kings. 

He Principally applies himielf to 
Three Things .* 

1. To (hew that it is very impor_ 
iapt that Kings behave themfelves 
' wejj 
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well in their Court and Family, be r ' 
caufe that their Ways and Actions are 
certainly imitated. 

2. To perfwade them of the necef. 
fity there is in general of acquiring 
the Habit of Virtue, and of perform- 
ing the Duties thereof in all places and 
upon all Accounts. 

3. To engage them nottoimpoverifh 
the People, but to do all for their Good 
and Eafe. 

As to the firft Article, he makes 
ufe of feveral Cogitations, which *the 
Jr**/ Book of Odes’ affords him. But be- 
hold, in two Words, the mod confi- 
derable part of his Difcourfe. If, 
faith he, a King as a Father , tefti - 
fies Love to his Children ; if as a 
Son 9 he is Obedient to his Father ; 
if in quality of the Eldeft Son , he is 
€oti rteous to his younger Brethren , and 
lives peaceable with them, if as the 
young eft , he has a refpeft and efteem 
for the eldefti if he kindly ufes thofe 
that are in his Service ; if he is chari- 
table, ejpecially to Widows and Or- 
phans •• If, I fay , • a King exaBly ac~ 
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quits himfelf of all this , People mi'll 

imitate him , ei'ery owe wi# /e 

/o praftife Virtue throughout his King, 
dom. Parents mill tenderly love their 
Children , give g<W _£</*■- 

cation. Children mill honour their 
Parents , and render them due Obedi- 
ence. The Elder mill jhem Kindnefs 
to their Tounger Brother , and the 

Tounger will have a refpell and efleem 
for their Elder, or for other Perfons for 
whom Good Manners requires that r 
they Jhould have refpecl ; as, for ex- vf * 
ample , for Perfons advanc'd in Age! 

In fine , thofe that have Eflates , mill 
maintain fome Widows , Orphans , and 
fome Sick Perfons : for there is nothing 
that makes a greater Imp ref on on the 
Minds of People, than the Examples 
of their Kings. 

As to the fecond Article, where Centy 
cu exhorts in general to the Practice of ‘ 
Virtue, he alleges for a Principle this 
Maxim,- to_u43toh_Ch ri(f hi m fell ieem s /% 
to^eferajl-h^-Moralitw Do to -fimtfer ' 
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pnddo not unto another what you would 
not fhould le done unto you*' 

Amongft thofe in the midfl of whom 
you live, fays Confucius’s Difciple, there 
are fome above you, others inferiour to 
you, and others that are your equals .• 
There are fome that proceeded you, 
others that are to be your Succeffors ; 
you have them on you Right Hand, 
and on your Left. Conflder, that all 
thefe Men have the fame Paffions with 
you, and that what you defire they 
fhould do, or not do, unto you, they 
defire that you fnouid do, or not do, 
unto them. What you therefore hate 
in your Superiours, what you blame 
in them, be fure not to pradtife towards 
your Inferiours : And' what you hate 
and blame in your Inferiours, pradtife 
hot to your Superiours. What difplea- 
fes you in your Predeceflors, efchew, 
to give an Example to thofe that (hall 
come after. And as in cafe that you 
fhould happen to give them fuch an 
Example, you would defire they fhould 
hot follow it $ fb you fhould not follow 

the bad Examples of thofe that have 

C\ ' S Jh L* 
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1 fjreceeded you. In fine, what you blame 
, in thofe which are on your Right Hand* 

pra&ife not to thoie which are on your 
E Left ; and what you reprehend in thofe 
| on your Left Hand, be fure not to pra- 
Ui ctife it to thofe that are on your Right. 
J Behold, concludes Centfru, after what 
j manner we ought to meafure and re- 

2 gulate all our Actions ! And if a Prince 
lt thus exercifes himfelf, it will happen 
® that all his Subjects will be of one Heart 
L ‘ and one Mind, and that he will rather 
*; be called their Father, than their Lord 

andMafter. This will be the Means to 
j 11 draw down the Bleflings and Favours 
^ of Heaven, not to fear any thing, and 
^ to lead a quiet and peaceable Life : For 
hi- in fine, Virtue is the Balls and Founda- 

tion of an Empire, and the Source from 
)lti whence flows whatever may render it 
i« ! flourilhing. ’Twas upon this Confide-' 
U ration that an Ambaflador of the King- 
)f dom of Gu returned this excellent An- 
il fwer to a Nobleman of the Kingdom of 
oil Ci», who asked him, Whether in his 
V Mailer’s Kingdom there were great Ri- 
iw ches and Precious Stones ? Nothing is 
hj n btit " efteemed 
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ejleemed Precious in the Kingdom of Cu 
hut Virtue. Afcifrg of Ci returned almoft 
the fame Anfwer. This Prince treat- 
ing of an Alliance with thriving of 
Guei , and the King of Guei demanding 
of him, If in his Ktngdcm there were 
Precious Stones < he anfwered, That 
there were none. How ! reply ’d this 
King all in amaze. Is it poffible that tho * 
my Kingdom he lejfer than yours , yet there 
is found a Carbuncle whofe brightnefi is 
fo great , that it (f cfm enlighten [pace 
enough for twelve P-alattfuins ; and that 
in your Kingdom, which is vajler than 
mine , there are none of thefe Precious 
Stones t I have four Miniflers , rejoins 
the King of Ci, who with great Prudence 
Govern the ^Provinces / have committed 
Jo them ; Behold my Precious Stones , they 
can enlighten a thoufand • 

Nor were the Men only of China fa- 
mous for their Efteem of Virtue ; there 
were Women that have confider’d it as 
a Jewel of infinite Value, and p refer ra- 




ble to all Treafures. An Illuilrious 
Queen named Kiam, who Reign’d Two * 
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Hundred Years .before Confucius', re- )j 
claim’d her Husband from Senluality 
and Debauchery, by an Action which 
deferves to be Immortaliz’d. She fee- 
ing that this Prince continually repor- 
ted to the Paftimes of Debauchery, and 
abandon’d himlelf to. all forts of Plea- 
fures, Ihe one day pluckt her Pendants 
from her Ears, and laid afide all her 
Jewels, and in this Condition went 
to the King, and fpake to him 
thefe Words with a lenfible Emotion, 
Sir , is it poffible that Luxury and De- 
bauchery are fo very pleafing to you ? Ton 
contemn Virtue ; but l efteem it infinite- 
ly more than the mofl precious Stones » 
She afterwards enlarged upon this Sub- 
ject, and the Action and Dilcourfe of 
this Princels toucht him fo ftrongly, 
that he renounc’d his Extravagancies,' 
and gave himfelf up entirely to Virtue^ 
and the Care ofhis Kingdom, which 
he Govern’d Thirteen Years with 
great Applaufe, 
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In fine, as the lafl: Article^ Cemcu, 
reprefents to Kings, that they ought 
not to opprefs their People, either by 

Impofitions* 
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Impofitions , or otherwife 1 that to 
avoid being forc’d thereto, it is necefc 
fary to chufe Wile, Faithful, and 
Virtuous Minifters, and confequently 
not to admit into the management of 
Affairs, thofe that are Unworthy, and 
who by their Cruelties, Ambition and 
Avarice, can only bring a vaft preju- 
dice to the State. He (hews them, that 
they ought to leficn, as much as is 
pofTible die number of their Minifters, 
and of all thofe that live at the publick 
Expence ; to endeavour to excite all to* 
Work, and fo to Order it, that thofe 
who manage and disburfe theTreafure, 
may do it with all the Moderation ima* 
ginable. Princes, adds he, ought ne- 
ver to feek private Intereft ; they 
ought only to look after the Interefts 
of their People .* To be Lov’d and 
Faithfully Serv’d, they ought to con- 
vince their Subjects, by their Condud, 
that they defign only to make them 
Happy ; which they will never do, if 
they heartily follow their particular 
Interefts, if they opprefs and impove- 
rish them. 
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'HIS Second Book,ef;C onfucim. 
was Pub!i{fiea^Ly 'Tiis urand- 
Son Cufih It Treats of divers 
Things, Futefpecially of that excellent 
Mediocrity, which mull be conftantly 
obferv’d in all Things, between the too 
much, and too little. Thus this Book 
is Entituled, Churyp'un% that is to fay, 
The Perpetual a Mean conftantly 
obferv’d. ,/&>&* ^ ^ 

MUr- 6 ' Cmf “ dm 



66 The Morals of Confucius f 

Confucius Teaches at Firft, That all 
Men ought to love this Mediocrity, 
which they ought to fearch after with 
an extream Care. He fays, that the 
perfed: Man always keeps a juft Mean, 
whatever he undertakes ; but that the 
Wicked always fwerves therefrom, 
that he does too much, or not enough. 
When the right Reafon ftnt from Hea- 
ven, adds he, has once fliew’d a 
Wife Man the Mean he ought to keep, 
he afterwards conforms all his Adtions 
thereunto, at all times, as well in Ad- 
verfity as Prolperity he continual- 
ly watches over himfelf, over his 
Thoughts, over the moft fecret Mo- 
tions of his Heart, always to fquare 
himfelf according to this juft Mean, 
which he will never loft fight of ; but 
the wicked being not reftrain’d, nei- 
ther by Fear, Modefty nor the Love 
of Virtue, their extravagant Paflions 
do always carry them into Extreams. 

This Philoiopher cannot fufficiently 
admire this happy Mediocrity, he looks 
on it as the (ublimeft thing in the 
World, as a thing moft worthy of the 

Love 
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11 Love and Employment of the highefl 

* Minds, as the foie Path of Virtue. He 

I complains, that there always have beers 

II { o few Perfons that have kept it ; he 
® diligently enquires after the caufe 
I' thereof. He fays, that as for the wife 

Men of the Age, they flight and con- 

# temn it, becaufe they imagine it be- 
B low their great Defigns, below their 
n Ambitious Projeds; and that as for 
is dull Perfons they very hardly attain it, 
% either by Reafon they underhand it 
)\ not, or becaufe the difficulty in at- 
m taihing it aftonifhes and difcourages 
1 them : And all this, adds Confucius , 
io happens for want of Examination ; 
ill for if we diligently examin’d what is 
er good in it felf, we fliould find that all 
t Extreams are prejudicial, and that 
t the Mean alone is always Good and 
1 / Gainful. 

| He herein particularly alleges the 
Example of Xun the Emperor ; He 
K cries out; c How great was the Prudence 
•0 of the Emperor Xun ? He was not fa^ 
lit tisfied in the Adminiftration of State, 
[d! Affairs, with his fingle Examination, 
d G x with 
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with his own particular Judgment and 
Prudence ; He likewife confulted the 
meanelt of his Subjects. He ask’d Ad- 
vice upt?n the leaft Things ,• and he 
made it k Duty and Delight to weigh 
the Anfwers that were given him, how- 
common fo ever they appear’d. When 
any thing was propos’d to him, which, 
alter a flri<£fc Examination, he was con- 
vinc’d was repugnant to right Reafbn, 
he acquiefced not, but with an open 
Heart reprefented what was amifs in 
the Counfel that was given him. By 
this means he made his Subje&s to 
place a Confidence in him, and accu- 
ilom themfelves freely to give him 




Advertisements, from time to time. 
As ror the good and judicious Coun- 

r v i r » i ? i . 



feis, he follow’d, magnified, and ex- 
tol them ; and thereby every one 
was encourag’d, joyfully to declare his 
Opinion. But if, amongft the Coun- 
sels that were given him, he found 
that fbme plainly contradicted others, 
he attentively confider’d them, and after 
having examin’d them, he always took 
a Mean, eipecially when it concern’d 
thePublick Intereifs. Con- 
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i Confucius here deplores the fa I ft Pru- 
J denee of the Men of his Time. It had 
indeed, very much degenerated from 
» the Prudence of the Ancient Kings. 
K There is not, faith he, any Perfon at 
1 prefent, who declares not, I have Pru- 

I dence, I know what is neceflary to be 
fi done, and what is not. But becaufe 
e that now* Profit and particular Ad- 
it vantage are the only Obje< 9 ts delight- 

II ed in, it happens that we think not on 
e the Evils which may thence enfue, on 

the Perils to which this Gain and Pro- 
fe. fit expofe us ; and that the Precipice 
a is not perceived by us. There are fome 
m that perfectly underfiand the Nature 
® and Value of Mediocrity, who chuft 
m it for their Rule, and fquare their A- 
0 thereby, but who afterwards, 

n iuffering themfelves to be overcome 
, s )5 by Sloth, have not the Power to per-. 

0 fifi. To what end, in theft forts of 
oaj Perfons, does the Knowledge and Re- 
\0 folutions they have formed tend to? 

1 Alas ! it was not thus with my Difci- 
f pie Ho\i ; He had an exquifite difcern- 
{{ ing Faculty j He remark’d all tjie DifFe- 

G 3 rence$ 
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rences that occurred in things ; He al- 
ways chofe a Mean ; and never forfook 

it* 

As for the reft, adds Confucius, ’tis 
not a very eafte thing to Require, that 
Medium which I fo much commend. 
Alas! there is nothing fo difficult ; tis 

an Affair which requires great Pains 
and Jnduftry. You will find Men ca-" 
pable of Governing happily the King- 
doms of the Earth. Y T ou will fee fome 
that will have Magnaminity enough to 
refufe the moft confiderable Dignities 
and Advantages .* There will be fome 
alfo that will have Courage enough to 
walk on Naked Swords: But you will 
, ffnd few, that are capable of keeping 
\ a juft Mean, That to arrive hereat, 
Art, Labour, Courage and Virtue are 
requir’d. 

’Twas upon the Account of this Mo- 
ral, that one of his Diteip’es, who was 
of a Warlike and Ambitious Temper, 
ask’d him, Wherein Valour confifted, 
and what it was neceftary to do to ob- 
tain the Name of Valiant ? Have you 
heard, fays Confucius , of the Valour of 

' • ' thofc 
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thofe in the South, orthofe that dwell " 
in the North, or rather of the Valour 
of my Difciples, who apply themfelves ■AW/ 
to the ftudy of Wifdom ? To adi quid- 
ly in the Ed ucation of Children and f t 
Difciples, Fd^belndulgent to them j y 
patiently to bear their? Difobediences 
and Defers, is that wherein the Va-.- 
lour of the Sout hern People conftfts. 

By this Valour they conquer their vio-_ 
lent Temper, and fubmit their Pafli- 
ons, Tvhicli are generally violent, to 
Right Reafon. To lie down couragi- 
oufly in the Camp, to repofe quietly, in 
the midft of a terrible Army ; to fee a 
thoufand Deaths before his Eyes, with- 
out daunting.; not to ~ be difquieted, 
but make a pleafure of this fort of life : 
Behold what I call the Valour of the. > 
Northe rn Men ! But as generally there 
is a great deal of Rafhnefs in all this^ 
and that oftentimes Men regulate not 
themfelves according to that Mean 
which every one ought to feek after, Fis 
not this fort of Valour which I require 
oF my Difciples. Behold what his Cha- 
racter ought to be I 
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A perfed Man (Tor in fhort, the per- 
fed Men only can have a true Valour) 
ought always to be bufted, in conquer- 
ing himfelf. He mu ft fuit himfelf to 
the Manners and Tempers of others j 
but he ought always to be Mafter of his 
own Heart, and Adions ; He muft not 
fuffer himfelf to be corrupted by the 
Converfation, or Examples ofloofe and 
effeminate Perfons ;he muft never obey, 
till he has firft examined what is com- 
manded him ; He muft never imitate 
others, without Judgment. In the midft 
of fo many mad and blind Perfons, which 
go at random, he muft walk aright, 
and not incline to any Party .* This is 
the true Valou r. Moreover, if this 
very Perfon is called to the Magiftra- 
cy, in a Kingdom where Vertue is con- 
fidered, and he changes not his Morals, 
how great foever the Honours be, to 
which he is advanced ; if he there pre- 
( ferves all the good Habits, which he 
_had when only a priyate^Man ; if he 
permit not himfelf to be lead away with 
Pride and Vanity, this Man is truly 
Valiant.- Ah 1 how great is this Valour \ 
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But if on the contrary, he is in a King- 
dom, where Virtue and Laws are con- 
temn’d, and that in the Confufion and 
Diforder which there prevail, he hitn- 
felf is deprefled with Poverty, afflict- 
ed, reduc’d even to the lols of Life j 
but yet, in the rnidft of fb many Mife- 
ries, he remains conftant, preferves all 
the Inhocency of his Manners, and ne- 
ver changes his Opinion : Ah ! how 
Great and I/luJlrious is this Valour ! In- 
flead therefore of the Valour of the 
Southern or Northern Countries, I re- 
quire, and expeCt from you, my dear 
Difciples, a Valour of the Nature above- 
mention’d. 

Behold fomething which Confucius 
fpeaks, which is not left remarkable. 
There are Lome Men, faith he, which 
furpaft the bounds of Mediocrity, by 
affeCting to have extraordinary Vir- 
tues .* They covet always to have fome- 
thing marvellous in their Actions, to 
the end that Pofterity may praife and 
extol them. Certainly, as for my felf, 
I (hall never be enamoured with thefe 

glittering Actions, where Vanity and 

Self— 
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Self-love have ever a greater (hare than 
Virtue. I would only know and pra- 
ctice what it is neceffary to know and 
pradtife every where. 

There are four Rules, according to 
which the perfed Man ought to fquare 
himfelf. 4 4^44*. ? 

i. He himfelf ought to pracftife in 
refpedfc of his Father, what he requires 
from his Son. 

x. In the Service of bis Prince, he is 
oblig’d to (hew the fame Fidelity, which 
he demands of thofe that are under 
him. 

3 , He mud adt in refpedt of his Hid- 
ed Brother, after the fame manner that 
he would that his younger Brother 
(hould adt towards him. 

4. And laftly, Fie ought to behave 
himfelf towards ;_his Friends, as he de- 
fires thatETsPriends *houId carry them- 
felves to him. The perfedt Man con- 
tinually acquits himfelf of thefe Du- 
ties, how common foever they may ap- 
pear. If he happen to perceive that 
fie has done amifs in any thing, he is 
not at reft till he has repair’d his Fault : 

‘ • < * ? . {. > • * i : • ^ tr 
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* If he finds that he has omitted any con- 
H fiderable Duty, there is not any Vio- 
'! lence which he does not to himfelf, per- 
i feCtly to accomplifh it. He is mode- 
's rate and referved in his Difcourfes ; he 
ip fpeaks with CircumfpeCfcion: If to him 
occurs a great affluence of Words, he 
i prefumes not to expole it, he reftrains 
si himfelf. In a word, he is fo rigorous 
a Cenfurer of himfelf, that he is not at 
jt reft when his Words correfpond not to 
c his Actions, and his Actions to hisWords. 
i! Now the way, cries he, by which a 
Man arrives at this Perfection, is a fo- 
| lid and conftant Virtue, 
iai To this his Matter’s DoCtrine, Cu/u 
fo here adds a_Moral worthy of their Me- 
ditation, who TTave a defire to perfeCt 
K themfelves. The perfect Man, fays 
j this worthy Difciple of fo great a Phi- 
jd lofopher, the perfect Man governs him- 
g felf according to his prefent State, and 
I covets nothing beyond it. If he find 
himfelf in the midft of Riches, he aCts 
I like a Rich Man, but addicts not him- 
I felf to unlawful Pleafures ; he avoids 
Luxury, detefts Pride, offends no Body. 

I ~ If 
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If he is in a poor and contemptible 
State, he a<5ts as a poor and mean Man 
ought to A<5fc ; but he does nothing 
unworthy of a Grave and Worthy 
Man : If he be remote from his own 
Country, hebehaveshimfelfasa Stran- 
ger ought to do; but he is always like 
himfelf. Ifhe is in AfBi&ion and Ad* 
verffty, he does not infolently affront 
his Defliny, but has Courage and Re- 
folution ; nothing can fhake his Con* 
ftancy. If he is advanc’d to the Dig- 
nities of State, he keeps his Rank, but 
never treats his Inferiours with Severi- 
ty ; and ifhe fees himfelf below others, 

> he is humble, he never departs from the 
RefpecSt he owes to his Superiours; but 
he never purchafes their Favour with 
Flattery. He ufes his utmofl Endea- 
vours to perfect himfelf, and exacts 
nothing of others with Severity .• ’Tis 
upon this account that he exprefles no 
Difcontent or Anger to any Perfon. 
If he lift up his Eyes towards Heaven, 
’tis not to complain, for that it has not 
fent him Profperity, or to murmur, for 

that it Afflicts him .* U he looks down 
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| towards the Ground, ’tis not to re- 

i proach Men, and attribute the Caufe 
‘ of his Miferies and Neceffities unto 
I them,* ’tis to teftifie his Humility, that 

is to fay, that he is always contented 
with his Condition, that he defires no- 
, thing beyond it, and that with Submit 

• h°n, and an even Spirit, he expects 

. whatever Heaven fhali Ordain con- Wen. 
, cerning him. Thus he rejoiceth in a 

• certain Tranquillity, which may well 

’ be compar’d to the top of thole Moun» ) 

■■ tains, which are higher than the Re- 
r: gion where the Thunder and Tempefts 
® are form’d. r ,. 

• In the Sequel of this Book, die-Dif- 
iit eourfes of the profound Refpect which 
™, the ancient Chineses, and efpecially the 
Ic Kings and Emperors, had for their 
s Parents, and of the exadfc Obedience 
I which they paid them. If a King; 

ii faid they, Honours and Obeys his Fa- 
I ther and Mother, certainly he will en- 
t deavour to excite his Subjedfs to follow 
i his Example; for briefly, a Man that 
( loves Virtue, defires that ali others 
I fhould likewife efteem it, efpecially if 

it 
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it is his Intereft that they (hould be Vir- 
tuous.* Now tis of great importance 
to a King, that his Subjects do love Vir- 
tue and pra<dife it. Indeed, how can 
he hope to be obey’d by his Subjects, 
if himfelf refufes to Obey thofe that gave 
him Life. After all, if a Prince de- 
fires to bring his Subje&s to be Obedi- 
ent to their Parents, he mud (hew 
Kindnefs towards them, and treat them 
with that' tendernefs which Fathers 
have for their Children ; for we wil- 
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lingly imitate thofe whom we Love, ; 
and of whom we think we are Belov d. 

But if this Prince, by his Conduft, ex- 
cites his Subjects to give Obedience to f 
their Parents, and afterwards Obey f 
him, as their common Father, mod / 
certainly they will Obey Heaven, from J 
whence Cro wns and Empires do come .* ;| 

Heaven, which is the Soveraign Fa- 'j 
ther of all. And what will be the ef- f 
feet of this Obedience ? It will happen 
that Heaven will diftufe its Bleflings on | 
thofe that (hall thus well acquit them- | 
felves. It will abundantly recompence * 

fo admirable a Virtue, it will make i 

Peace * 
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Peace and Concord every where to 
Reign ; fo that the King and his Sub- 
jects will feem as one fingle Family, 
where the Subjects Obeying their King, 
as their Father, and the King Loving his 
Subjects as his Children, they will all 
lead, as in a fingle, but rich, magnifi- 
cent, regular, and convenient Houfe, 
the happieft and mod peaceable Life 
imaginable. 

To return to Confucius ; as he knew 
that the Examples of Kings made a 
great imprefiion on Mens Minds, fo 
he propofes that of the Emperor Xrn , , 
in relpeCt of the Obedience which ; 
Children owe^ to their Parents. Oh , 

how great jtzas-the Obedience of this Em~ 
perorije&rb cry s Confucius. Thus, con- 
tinues he, if he has obtain’d from Hea- 
ven the Imperial Crown, tis the Re- 
compence of this Virtue. ’Tis this 
Virtue that procured him fo many Re- , 
venues, thofe irrjmenie Riches, and / 

which are on 




)\ 



^ _ Tfis this Virtue that has 

: render’d his Name'^famous through 

V outthe World. In fine, I doubt * oi 
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So The Morals of Confucius,' 

but that long and peaceable Life, which 
he enjoy’d, ought to be confider’d as a 
Recompence of this Virtue. £ To hear 
this Philofopher {peak, # ^ould it not 
be faid, that he hath read A the Deca- 
,, ,.r logue, and underftood the Promife 
°'J - "Which God has there made to thofe that 
‘'Honour their Father and Mother: But 
if, by what Confucius declares, itfeems, 
that the Deosdogue^was apt unknown 
' to him, it will rather' feem that he 
knew the Maxims of the Gofpel, when 
we (hall fee what he Teaches concern- 
ing Charity, which he fays it is necefc- 
fary to have for all Men. 

That Love, faith he, which it is re- 
quifite for all Men to have, is not a 
Stranger to Man, ’tisMan himfelf; or, 
if you will, ’tis a Natural Property of 
Man, which didates unto him, that 
- he ought generally to love all Men. 

^P-\k Neverthelefs, above g.ll Men to love his 
^ -V*wFather an d M other, is his main and 
principal Duty, from the pradice of 
vhich he afterwards proceeds, as by 
threes, to the practice of that Uni- 
verfal Love, whofe object is all Man 

kind. 
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kind. ’Tis from this Univerfal Love 
that diftributive Juftice comes; that 
Juftice, which makes us to render to 
every one his Due, and more efpecially 
to cherifh and honour Wife and Up- 
right Men, arid to advance them to the 
Dignities and Offices of State. That 
difference, which is between the Love 
we have for our Parents, and that we 
have for others, between the Love we 
beat to Virtuous and Learned Men,' 
and that we bear to thofe which have 
not fo much Virtue or Ability ; that 
difference, I fay, is as it were a Har- 
mony, a Symmetry of Duties, which 
the Reafon of Heaven has protected, 
and in which nothing muff be Changed. 

For the Conduct of Life Confucius 
propofes Five Rules, which he calls 
Univerfal. f 

The Firft Regards the Juftice that 
ought to be practis’d between a King 
and his Subjects. 

The SecoiH Refpects the Love that 
ought to be between a Father and his 
Children. 
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The Third Recommends Conjugal 

K % . . -9 • 
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Fidelity to Husbands and Wives. 

The Fourth concerns the Subordina- 
tion that ought to appear between El- 
der and Younger Brothers. ' 

The Fifth obliges Friends to live in 
f Concord, in great Unity, and mutual 
Kind fiefs. 

'Behold, adds he, the Five General 
Rules, which every one ought to ob- 
ferve j? behold, as it were, the Five Pub- 
lick Roads, by which Men ought to pals. 
But after all we cannot obferve thefe 
Rules, if. thefe Three Virtues are want- 
ing, Trullence , which makes us dis- 
cern Good from Fvil, Zfniverfd Love , 
which makes us love all Men, and that 
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to perfevere in the Adhefion to Good, 
and Averfion for Evil. Bur for fear 
left Tome fearful Perfons not well verfl 
in Morality mould imagine, that it is 
impoffihle for them to acquire thefe 
Three Virtues, lie affirms, that there is 
no Perfon incapable of acquiring them j 
that the Impotence of the Man is vo- 
luntary. How dull foever a Man is, 
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fhould he, fays he, be without any 
Experience, yet if he d eh res to Jearn, 
and grows not weary in the Study of 
Virtue, he is not very far from Pru- 
dence. If a Man, although full of 
Self-love, endeavours to perform good 
Actions, behold him already very near 
that Univerfal Love, which engages 
him to do good to all. In fine," if a 
Man feels a fecret Shame, when he 
hears impure and unchaft Difcourfes ; 
if he cannot forbear BiuOiiog thereat, 
he is not far from that Refolution of 
Spirit, which makes him conftantly to 
feek after Good, and to have an Aver- 
fion for Evil. 

After that, the Chinefe Philofopher 
has Treated of thefe Five Univerfal 
Rules, he pmpQfes Nine particular ones $ 
for K-ingV, 1 ’ Decauie that he confiders 



their Conduit, as a publick Source of 
Happinefs or Mifery. They are thefe ; 

1. A King ought inceflandy to la- 
bour to adorn his Perfbn with ail forts 
of Virtues. 

a. He ought to Honour and Cherilh 
the Wife and Virtuous. 

Ha 5. He 
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3. He ought to Refped and Love 
thofe that gave him Birth. 

4. He ought to Honour and Efteem 
thofe Miniflers that diftinguifh them- 
ielves by their Ability, and thofe which 
Exercife the principal Offices of the 
Magifirafy. 

He ought to accommodate him- 
felf, as much as it is poflible, to the 
Sentiments and Minds of other Mi- 
nifies, and as for thofe that have left 
confiderable Employs, he ought to con- 
fider them as his Members. 

6. He ought to Love his People, even 
the meaneft, as his own Children, and 
to (hare in the various Subjects of Joy 
or 'Sorrow, which they may have. 

7. He ought to ufe his utmoft to 
j' ( bring jnto his Kingdom feveral able 

, Artificers in fall forts of Arts, for the 
^advantage and conveniency of his Sub» 
jeds. Ku 

, - 8. He ought kindly and courteoufly 

j to receive Strangers and Travellers, and 
i- fully to protect them. 

9. Lafily, he ought tenderly tojove 
• the Princes, and great Men of his Em- 
pire? 
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pire, and fo heartily to Study their In- 
terefts, that they may love him, and 
be ever Faithful to him. 

Wiarrf ^ 1 

Rightly to underftand the Morals of 
Confucius , it is here neceflary to fpeak 
one Word concerning the diftinctiori 
which hejnakes between the Saint and 
Wife. To the one and the other he X) 
attributes certain t hing s in common ,* - 
But to the Saint he gives fome Quali- 
ties and Advantages, which he fays, that 
, the Wife has not. He fays, that Rea- 
. (on and Innocence have been equally ' 
communicated to the Wife , and to the 
Saint , and likewife to all other Men $ 
but that the Saint has never in the 
leaf! declin’d from right Reafon, and 
has conCtaniiy preferv’d his Integrity? 
whereas the Wife has not always pref 
ferv’d it, having not always followed 
the Light of Reafon, becaufe of (everal 
Obftacles he has met with in the Pra- 
ctice of Virtue ; and efpecially, by X 
Reafon of his Paflions, whereunto he 
is a Slave. So that it is neceflary, that 
he does his utmoft, that he ufe great 
Pains and Endeavours, to put his Heart 

‘ " h 3 m 
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in a good pofture, and to govern him- 
felf according to the Light of Right 
Reafbn and the Rules of Virtue. 

'ufu Reafoning hereon, the better to 







rate his v Mafter’s Doctrine, com- 

pareslTioTettiat have loft their fir ft In- 
tegrity, and defires to regain it, to thofe 
wither’d and alrnoft dead frees, that 
notwithftanding have, in the Trunk 
and Roots, a certain Juice, a certain 
Principle of Life, which makes them 
caft forth (hoots. If, faith he, we take 
care of thele Trees, it we Cultivate 
them, Water them, and Prune off the 
dead Branches, it will happerri:hat this 
Tree will re*affume its former State. 
After the fame manner, although one 
has loft his firft Integrity and Inno- 
cence, he need only excite the Good 
that remains, ufe Pains and Induftry, 
and he will Infallibly arrive at the 
higheft Virtue. This laft State, faith 
Cufu, this State of the Wife is called 
Gijintao , that is to (ay, The Road and 
the Reafon of Man, or rather, the way 
which leads to the Origine of the firft 
Perfection. And the State of the Saint 



! 



I 

fl- 

it 

Of 

!// 

i 

lid 



it 

t 

tk 

fS 

« 

)DC 

jo! 

u 

'ft 

tit 

lit! 

I ! it 
V 

fjf 

il 

iit 

is 



a Chinefe Fbilofopfar. 87 

is called Tienta % that is to fay, Th 
Reafon of Heaven ^ or the Firft Rule 
which Heaven has equally diftributed 
to all Men, and which the Saints have 
always obferv’d, without turning either 
on the Right Hand, or on the Left. 

As Rules do in brief contain the prin- 
cipal Duties, and that u ; e may eafily 
retain them, Confucius gives Five to 
thofe that defire to chufe the Good and 
adhere thereto. 

1. It is neceflary, after an exadt and 
extenfive manner, to know theCaufes, 
Properties , and Differences of ail 
Things. 

x. Becaufe that dtnongft the Things 
which are known, there may be fbme 
which are not perfectly known, it is 
neceflary carefully to examine them, to 
weigh them Minutely and in every 
Circumftance, and thereon to confult 
Wife , Intelligent and Experienc’d 
Men. 

3 . Although it feems that we clearly 
apprehend certain Things, yet becaufe 
it is eafie to tranfgrefs, through Preci- 
pitancy, in the too much, or too little, 

H ip 
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it is neceffary to Meditate afterwards 
in particular, on the things we believe 
we know, and to weigh every thing 
by the weight of Reafon, with all the 
attentivenefs of Spirit, and with the 
utmoft exa&nefs, whereof we are ca- 
pable. 

4» It is neceflary to endeavour, not 
to apprehend Things after a confuted 
manner, it is requifite to have fome clear 
Idea’s thereof, fo that we may truly 
difcern the Good from the bad, the 
True from the Falte. 

5". Laftly, after that we ihall have 
obferv’d all thefe Things, we mute re- 
duce to Adtion, fincerely and conflant- 
ly perform and execute, to the utrnofl 
of our Power, the good Refolutions 
which we have taken. 

. ' i 

We cannotbetter conclude this Book, 
than with thefe Excellent Words of 
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Cufu : Take heed, faith he, how you 
A 6 t, when you are alone. Although 
you fhould be retired into the mote So- 
-j . litary, and moft Private place of thine 
Houfe, you ought to do nothing, where- 
of you would be alham d if you were 
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in Company or in Publick. Have you 
a defire, continues he, that I fhould 
(hew you after what manner he that 
has acquir’d fome Perfe&ion governs 
himfelf Why, he keeps a continual 
watch upon himfelf; he undertakes 
nothing, begins nothing, pronounces 
no Word, whereon he has not medita- 
ted. Before he raifes any Motion in 
his Heart, he carefully obferves him- 
felf, he refle&s on every thing, he exa- 
mines every thing, he is in a continual 
Vigilance. Before he Speaks he is fa- 
tisfied, that what he is about to utter 
is True and Rational, and he thinks 
that he cannot reap a more pleafanfc 
Fruit from his Vigilance and Examina- 
tion, than to accuftom himfelf Cir- 
cumfpedly and Wifely to govern him- 
felf, in the Things which are neither 
feen nor known by any. 
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i Onfuciuss third Book is quite of 
another Character than the two 
former, as to the Method and 
Expreffions : but in the Ground it con- 
tains the fame Morality. Tis a Con- 
texture of feveral Sentences pronounc’d 
at divers times, and at feveral Places, 
by Confucius and his Difciples, There- 




ma Philofophize together . 
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Tn the firft place there is reprefented 
a Difciple of this famous Philofbpher, 
who declares, that he fpent not a Day 
wherein he render’d not an account to 
himfelf of thefe three things. 

i. Whether he had not undertaken 
fome Affair for another, and whether 
he manag’d and follow’d it with the 
fame Eagernefs and Fidelity as if it had 
been his own Concern 

a. If when he has been with his 
Friends, he has difcours’d them ftn- 
cerely, if he has not fatisfied himfelf - 
with fhewing them fome flight appea- 
rance of Kindnefs and Efteem. 

3. Whether he has meditated on his 
Matter’s Dodtrine ,* and whether after 
having meditated on it, he has us’d his 
utmoft Endeavours to reduce it to pra- 
ctice. ^ ■ 

After wards appears Confucius, giving 
Lettons to his Difciples. He tells them, 
that the Wife ought to be fo occupied 
with his Virtue, that when he is in his 
Houfe, he ought not to feek his Con- 
veniencyand Delight ; That when he 
undertakes any Affair, he ought to be 
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diligent and exa&, prudent and confe- 
derate in his Words, and that though 
he have all thefe Qualities, yet he ought 
to be the Perfon in whom he ought 
leafl: to confide ; he whom he ought 
lead to pleafe ; That in a word, the 
Wife-Man, always diftrufting himfelf, 
ought always to confult thofe, whofe 
Virtue and Wifdom are known unto 
him, and to regulate his Conduct and 
A&ions according to their Counfels 
and Examples. 

What think you of a Poor Man, fays 
one of his Difciples to him, who being 
able to extenuate and diminifh his Po- 



verty through Flattery, refufes to ac- 
cept this Oder, and couragioufiy main- 
tains, that none but Cowards and 
low-fpirited Men ao flatter ? What 
think you of a nic h Man, who not- 
v/ithflanding his Riches, is not proud ? 
I fay, replies Confucius, that they are 
both praife- worthy, but that they are 
not to be consider’d, as i? they w r ere 
arrived at the higher! degree of Virtue. 
He that is poor, ought to be chearfu! 
and content in the midfi: of his fndi- 
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gence : Behold wherein the Virtue of 
the Poor Man con fills ; and he that is 
Rich, ought to do good to all He that 
is of a poor and abject Spirit, does good 
only to certain Perfbns ,* certain Paffi- 
ons, certain particular Friendlhips 
caufe him to atft, his Friendlhip is in- 
terefted .• He defperfes his Wealth only 
with a profped: of reaping more than 
he fows ; he feeks only his own Inte- 
reft : But the Love of the Perfect Man 
is an univerfal Love, a Love whofe Ob- 
ject is all -Mankind. A Souldier of the 
Kingdom ofCi, faid they unto him, loft 
his Buckler, and having a long time 
{ought after it in vain, he at laft com- 
forts himfelf, upon he Lofs he had 
fuftain’d, with this Reflexion $ A Soul - 
dier has lojl his Buckler , hut a Souldier 
of our Camp has found it , he will uffJt.Z 
It had been much better fpoken, re- 
plies Confucius , if he had faid, A Man 
has loft his Buckler , hut a Man will find 
it , thereby intimating, that we ought 
to have an Affetftion for all the Men.of 
the World. 

Con-. 
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Confucius had a tender Spirit, as may 
be judg’d by what we have laid, but 
it was great and fubiime. The Ancient 
Chineses Taught, that there were Two 
Gods which prefided in their Houles, 
the one called Noao, and the other Cao. 
The firft was refpe&ed as the Tutelar 
7 " God of the whole Family, and the 

was on ‘- v ' the God of the Fire- 
bwf Hearth, Neverthelels, although the 
• ylaftof their Getiiufets was very much 
M ' ’ inferiour to the firff ; yet to him were 
‘ jwv^ender’d greater Honours than him. 

that had all the Domellick Affairs an- 
Y- ; der his Protection ; And there was a 
Proverb which imply’d. That it was 
letter to feek the Protection of Cao, 
than <?/Noao. As this Preference had 
fomething very Singular; and leem’d, 
in fbme meafure, even to encounter 
thofe which were promoted to Gran- 
deurs f in Princes Courts- .Confucius be- 
ing in the^ Kingdom of Gue% y and meet- 
ing one day with a Prsefedfc, which had 
great Authority in this Kingdom, this 
Minifter puff d up with the greatnefs 
of his Fortune, fuppofing that the Phi- 
losopher 




lolopher defign’d to procure feme Fa- 
vour from the King, demanded of him, 
by way of Merriment, the meaning of 
this Proverb, fo frequent in every ones 
Mouth, It is letter to j'eek the F rote Hu 
on of Cao, than of Noao. Confucius , 

who prefently perceiv 3, that the Prx- 
feX gave him to under (land , by this 
Queftion, that he ought to addrefs him- 
felf to him, if he would obtain his Re- 
queft from the King his Matter; and 
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who at the fame inftant made this Re- 
flexion, that to gain the good Will of 
a Prince’s Favourite, it is neceflary to 
offer fncehfe even to his DefeXs, and 
to force ones felf to Compliances, un- 
worthy of a Philofopher, plainly told 
him, That he was wholly differing from 
the Maxims of the Age; that he would 
not addrefs himfelf to him, with any 
addrefs he wanted, to fhew him that 
he ought to do it; and at the fame time 
to Advertife him, that though he fhould 
Anfwer his Queffion, according to his 
Defire, he could reap no benefit there- 
by, he told him, That he that had Sinrid 
againfi Heaven , (hould Addrefs himfelf 

only 
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only to Heaven. For he adds, to whom 
can he Addrefs himfelf to obtain the 
Tar don of his Crime, feeing that there is 
not any Deity above Heaven. 

Confaius Recommends nothing fo 
much to his DifcipleS as Clemency and 
Courtefie; always grounded upon this 
Maxim, That we ought to Love all 
Men. And to make them better to ap- 
prehend the Truth of what he laid, 
he made an Inflanee of Twollluftrious 
Princes, that were diftinguifh’d for this 
very thing in the Kingdom of Chaco : 
Thefe Princes, faith he, were fo mild 
and courteous, that they eafily forgot 
the mod hainous Injuries, and horrible 
Crimes, when the Offenders Ihew’d 
any fign of Repentance. They beheld 
thefe Criminals, though worthy of the 
fevereft Punifhments, as if they had 
been innocent ; they not only forgot 
their Faults, but by their Carriage, 
made even thofe that had committed 
them, in (ome meafure to forget them, 
and lofe one part of the Difgrace, 
which remains after great Lap fes, and 
which can only difcourage in the way 
of Virtue. - One 
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One of this Philofopher’s great de- 
figns being to form Princes to ^Virtue, 
and to teach the Art of Reigning hap^ 
pily, he made no difficulty of AddreC- 
fing himfelf diredfly to them, and of 
giving them Counfel. U A Prince, (aid 
he one day to a King of Cu called . 
Timcum , A Prince ought to v be mode-^ ^y 
rate, he ought not to contemn any of 
his Subje&s, he ought to Recompence 
thofe that deferve it. There are fome 

i 

Subjects that he ought to treat with 
Mildnefs, and others with Severity; 
there are fome on whofe Fidelity he 
ought to Rely, but there are fome alfo • r 
whom he cannot fufficiently Diftruft.'' 

Confucius would have Princes defire 
nothing that other Men wifh for, al- 
though they are fometimes good 
Things, which it feems they might 
defire without Offence ; he would have 
them to Trample, as I may fay, upon 
whatever may make the Felicity of 
Mortals upon Earth ; and efpecially to 
look upon Riches, Children, and Life 
it felf, as tranfient Advantages, and 
which confequently cannot make the 

£ 
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Felicity of a Prince. The Emperor j 
fao, fays this Philofopher, govern'd 
himfelf by tbefe Maxims, and under 1 

the conduct of fo good a Guide, he ar- 1 

liv'd at a Perfection, whereunto few 
Mortals can attain ; for it may be faid, 1 
that he faw nothing above him but 1 
Heaven, to which he was entirely con- j 
formable. This incomparable Prince, “ 
adds he, from time to time vifited the ” 
Provinces of his Empire ; and as he tt 
was the Delight of his People, being 1 
met one day by a Troop of his Sub- I 
jeCts ; thefe Subjeds, after having called f 

him their Emperor and Father, and af- (< 
ter having teftiiied their exceeding Joy $ 
at the fight of fo great a Prince, cry’d i 

out with a loud Voice, to joyn their I 

Wilhes with their Acclamations, Let I 
Heaven heap Riches upon thee / Let it li 
grant thee a numerous Family ! And let I 
it not [natch thee front thy People, till P 
thou art Satisfied with Days, No , re- p 
plys the Emperor, fend up other Peti- 
tions to Heaven . Great Riches produce ii 
great Cares, and great Inquietudes; A t 
numerous Progeny produces great Fears ! i 

And 
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And a long Life is generally a Series of 
Misfortunes. There are found few 
Emperors like to Tao, crys Confucius 
after this. 

That which generally occafions 
trouble to Kings, that, which in fome 
meafure, redoubles the weight of the 
Burden annext to their Crown, is either 
the few Subjects over which they 
Reign, or the little Wealth which 
they poflefs. For in Brief, all Kings 
are not great, all Kings have not vaft 
Dominions, and excefiive Riches. But 
Confucius is .of Opinion, .That a King is 
too IngenioSs^tet'ormenthimfelf, when 
thefe Reflexions are capable of caufing 
the leaft trouble in him. He fays. 
That a King has SubjeXs enough, when 
his SubjeXs are Contented ,• and that 
his Kingdom is Rich enough, when 
Peace and Concord flourish there*' 
Peace and Concord , faith this Philofb- 
pher, Are the Mothers of P lenty , ^ 

In fine, Confucius , in Speaking of 
the Duties of Princes, teaches, That 
it is fo necefiary for a Prince to 

be Virtuous* that when he is other- 

I z wife* 




I 



i go The Morals of Confucius, 

wife, a Subject is obligd by the Laws 
✓ of Heaven, voluntarily to bantfh 

himleMV and to feek another Country. 

He fometimes complains of the an- 
orders of Princes; but the great Subject 
of his Complaints, is, The Extrava- 
gancies of private Men* He bewails 
the Morals of his Age; he fays, That 
he fees' aimed no Body that diftin- 
guifhes himfelf, either by Piety, or 
fbme extraordinary Quality ; that e- 
very One is corrupted, that every One 
is deprav’d, and that it is amongft the 
Magillrates and Courtiers chiefly that 
Virtue is negle&ed. It is true, that 
Confucius feems to extend Things be- 
jJtMwond Reafon. Indeed, ’twas not much 
’for thisPhilofopher, when in a Princes 
Court jthe found but Ten or Twelve 
Perfons of an extraordinary Wifdom, 
to cry cut, 0 Teinpora y 0 Mores. Un- 
der VuvaM s P.eign, there were Ten 
Men of atonfummate Virtue ancTSuf* 
ficisacy, on whom this Emperor might 
repofe all the Affairs of the Empire s 
Yet Confucius exclaims againft fo fmali 
a number, faying, That great En- 
dowments, 
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dowments, Virtue, and the Qualities 
of the Spirit, are Things very rare in 
his Age. He had made the fame Com- 
plaints in refped: of of the EjnperorZ«», & 
the Firfl of the Family of Chen, although 
this Frinee had then five Prrdeds of 
whofe Merit fome Judgment may be 
made by the Hiftory of one of thefe 
Minifters, whofe Name was Tu. 

This Wife Minifler had render’d his 
Memory immortal amongft the Chi - 
ticjes, not only becaufe it was he that 
invented the Secret of flopping or di- 
verting the Waters that overflow’d the 
whole Kingdom, and which made it 
almoft uninhabitable, but becaufe that 
being an Emperor, he always liv’d like i 
a Philofopher. He was of an Uiuflri- 
ous Family,* for he could Name fome 
Emperors of his Anceftors,* But if by 
the Decadency of his Houfe, he was 
fall’n from the Pretenfions he might 
have to the Eirripire, his Wifdona and 
Virtue acquir'd him what Fortune had 
refus’d to the Nobility of his Extra&ion. 

The Emperor Zun fo throughly un- 
derftood his Defert, that he aflociated 
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him to the Empire And Seventeen 
Years after, he declar’d him his Law- 
ful Succeffor, even to the Exclufion of 
his own Son, Tu refus’d this Honour, 
but as he vainly deny’d it, and that 
his Generofity might not fuffer, in the 
prefling Solicitations that were made 
him on all hands, he withdrew from 
the Court, and went to feek a Retreat 
in a Cell : But not being able fo well 
to conceal himfelf, as to remain 
undifcover d in the Bocks of his Soli- 
tude, he was forceably advanc’d to the 
Throne ofhis Anceftors. Never Throne 
was more eafie of Accefs than this 
Prince’s, never Prince was more Affa- 
ble. It is reported, that he one day 
left his Dinner Ten times, to perufe the 
Petitions that were prefented him, or 
to hear the Complaints of the Diftref- 
fed .• And that he ordinarily quitted . 
his Bath, when Audience was deman- 
ded of him. He Reigned Ten Years 
with fo much Succels, with fo much 
Tranquillity, and in fuch great abun- 
dance of Things^ that of this Age 
it may be truly faid. That it was a 

1 i ■ 1,1 * Golden 
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Golden Age/ Tu was an ioo Years „ y ^j 
old when he Died ,♦ and he Died as he 
had Liv’d ; For preferring the Intereft « v/y - 
of the Empire before that of his Fa- 
mily, he would not let his Son fucceed 
him, he gave the Crown to one of his 
Subjects, whofe Virtue was known 
unto him. A Prince, doubtlefs, is 
happy, when he can fometimes di£ 
charge himfelf of the Cares which 
throw and prels him, on fuch a Mini- 
fter; and Zun only could be lo, feeing 
that he at one time had Five, all wor- 
thy of being SeatecTon - the Throne. 

But this Number was not great enough 
for Confucius , ’tis what made him to 
grieve. 

Confucius fays, that a Prince ought 
never to accept the Crown to the Pre- 
judice of his Father, how unworthy 
foever his Father might be thereof; 

That it is one of the greateft Crimes 
whereof a Prince can be Guilty ; and 
this occafion’d him to relate two little 
Hiftories, which Suit admirably to his 
Subjedh 
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y?' u 1 "■*) Li ntcum . fays this Philoiopher, was 
a King of Guei , who was twice Mar- 
ried. As Chaftity, is not always the 
Portion of Princelles, the Queen had 
unlawful Familiarities with one of the 
Nobles of his Court ; and this not be- 
ing fo privately manag’d, but one of 
JLmcum’s Sons by his firft Wife came 
to the Knowledge of it, this young 
Prince, jealous of his Father’s Honour, 
fo highly refented it, that he defign’d 
to kill the Queen, which he concealed 
not. The cunning and guilty Prin- 
cefs, who faw her felf detedfed, and 
who had a great Influence over her an* 
pidtf! Spoufe, alleg’d fuch plaufible 
Reafons, to make him beleive her Iri- 
pocency, that this poor Prince, (hut- 
ting his Eyes againft the Truth, ba- 
‘ ‘‘ nifh’d his Son : But as Children are not 
culpable for their Fathers Crimes, he 
kept Che with him : He was the Son 
of this di (graced Prince... Linpcurq died 
foon after. The People recalled the 
Prince whom the Queens Debaucheries 
had banifht ; and he went to receive 



the Crown, 

*■ ,, i ; y 



but his vicious Son oppos’d 

him. 
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him, alleging that his Father was a 
Parricide ; He rais’d Armies againft 
him, and was proclaim’d King by the 
People. 

The Sons of a King of Cuepo, conti- 
nues he, follow’d not this way: Be- 
hold a memorable Example. This King, 
whofe Hiftory we ifhail relate in two 
Words, had three Sons ; And as Fa- 
thers have fometimes more tendernefs 
forjheir youngeft Children, than for 
the rein he had fo much for the laft 
which Heaven had given him, that 
fome days before his Death, he ap- 
pointed him for his Succeflor, to the 
Exclufion of his other Brothers. This 
Procedure was fo much the more ex- 
traordinary, as it was contraryjo the 
Laws of the Land. The People thought 
after the King’s Death, that they might 
endeavour, without any crime, to ad- 
vance the eldeft of the Royal Family on 
the Throne. This was executed as the 
People had proje&ed it ; And this A* 
dion was generally approved. There 
was none but the new King, who re- 
membering his Fathers dying Words, 

refuted 




refuted to content. This Generous ) 
Prince took the Crown that was pre- n 
tenred him, put it on his younger Bro- (j 
ther’s Head, and nobly declar’d that he « 
renounc’d it, and thought himtelf un- j 

worthy of it, feeing that he had been il 

i f L!. urn . 1 . ■ r 









contrary to ms ratner s will, oetween 
thete two Princes, there was a laudable 
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Conteft would continue a long time, 
withdrew from theCourtjand were Van- 
quilh’d and Vi&orious together, they 
went to end their Days in the repofe of < V 
a Solitude, and left the Kingdom to 
their Brother. Thefe Princes, adds he, 
fought after Virtue; but they fought it 
not in vain , for they found it. 

* — ' r r /I • 
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He frequently relates ffiort Hiftories 



of this Nature, wherein an 
Generofity is every were feen to dif- 
cover it felf. The Women amongfi: 
the People, and even great Princefles, u , . 
are therein obferv’d rather to chufe 
Death, and that with their own Hands, 
than to be expofed to the Violences of 
their Raviffiers. The Magnates 
therejeen to quit the greateft Employ 
to avoid the Diforders of the Court • , 

Philofophers to cenfure Kings upon t, 

their Throne, and Princes who make fo* y 
no difficulty -to die to appeafe the 
Anger of Heaven, and procure Peace 
to their People. 

After this Confucius (hews how the^^ 

Dead ought to be buried ; and as this 

was oerform’d in his time with a great 

deal 
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deal of Magnificence, fo in Funeral 
Pomps he blames whatever feems like 
' Oftentation, and reproves it after a fe- 
vere manner. Indeed one of his Dif- 
ciples being dead, and this Difciple 
being buried with the ufual Magnify 
eence, he cryed out when he knew it, 
When my Difciple was alive , he refpeft - 
ed me as his Father , and Hook d upon 
him as my Son : But can l now hehold 
him as my Son , fence he has been buried 
like other Men> 

He prohibits the bewailing the Dead 
withexcefs; and if, confl:rain,d by his 
own Grief, he fhed Tears for this very 
Difciple, he confefled he forgot him- 
' felf ; That m Truth, great Griefs have 
no Bounds, but that the wife Man 
ought not to be overcome with Grief ; 
That it is a We r aknefs, ’tis a Crime in 
him. .rr 

He gives great Praifes to fome of his 
Difciples, who, in the midfl: of the 
greateft Poverty, were content with 
their Condition $ and accounted as 
great Riches the Natural Virtues they 
fiad received from Heaven. 

f He 
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He declaims againft Pride, Self-Love, 
Indifcretion, and againft: the ridiculous 
Vanity of thole that aifed to be Ma- 
fters every where j againft thofe Self- 
Conceited Men, who momentarily 
cite their own Adions * and againft 
great Talkers; and drawing afterwards 
the Pourtraidure of the wife Man, irt 
opposition to what he has difcours’d, 
belays, that Humility, Modefty, Gra-\ 
vity, and Neighbourly AfFedion, are 
Virtues which he cannot one moment 
negled, without departing from his 
Charader. 

He fays, that a good Man never af- 
fiids himfelf, and fears nothing j that 
he contemns Injuries, credits not Re- 
proaches, and refufes even to hear Re- 
ports. 

He maintains, that Punifhments are 
too common ; that if the Magiftrates 
were good Men, the wicked would 
Conform their Life to theirs, and that 
if Princes would only advance to Dig* 
nities, Perfons diftinguilh’d by their 
Honefty, and exemplary Life, every 
one would apply himfelf unto Virtue, 

, - be- 
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becaufe that Grandeur being that 
which all Men Naturally Defire, every 
one willing to poflefs it would en- 
deavour to render himfelf worthy 

thereof. ■ . 

He would have us avoid Idlenets ; to 

be ferious, and not precipitate in our 
Anfwers ; and that fetting our felves 
above every thing, we fliould never 
be troubled, either that We are con- 
temn'd, or not known in the World. 

He compares Hypocrites to thofe 
lewd Villains, who the better to con° 
ceal their Defigns from the Eyes of 
Men,* do appear Wife and Modeft in 
the Day time, and who by the favour 
of the Night, do Rob Houfes, and 
Commit the mod Infamous Robberies. 

He fays, That thofe that make their 
Belly their God, never do any thing 
worthy of a Man ; that they are rather 
Brutes than Rational Creatures .* And 
returning to the Conduct of the great 
Ones, he very well Remarks, That their 
Crimes are always greater than the 
Crimes of other Men. the laft 

Emperor of the Family pLQheu , fays 






Confucius 
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Confucius on this occasion, had a very 

irregular Conduit. But how irregular 
foever his Conduit was, the Diforders 
of this Emperor were only the Difor- 
ders of his Age. Neverthelels* when 
any Debauch'd, Criminal, and Infa- 
mous A&ion is mention’d, they fay it 
is, The Crime of Zafa. The Reaibn 
whereof is this, Zam was Wicked and 
an Emperor. Z 0 , _ 

Confucius relates kn infinite number 
of other Things of this Nature, which 
concern the Conduit of all forts of 

Men ,* but mofi: of the Things tha; he 

fays, or which his Difciples do ta^, ire 
Sentences and Maxims, as we have al- 
ready declar’d, the mod confiderable 
of which are thefe that follow.- 
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E Ndeavour to imitate the Wife, and 
never difcourage thy felf, how 
Laborious fcever it may be : If thou ^ 

canfl arrive at thine end, the Pleafure » 

you will Enjoy will Recompence all thy t' 
Pains* 

il. I 

When thou Laboured for others, do fc 
it with the fame Zeal as if it were for if 

thy felf. ! 

, * III. .. _ 

Virtue which is not fupported with fli 

Gravity, gains no repute, amongft 
Men. I 

IV. iii 

Always remember thou art a Man, itr 

that human Nature is Frail, and that j| 

thou mayfl eafily fail, and thou (halt 
never fall. But, if happening to for- [ 

get what thou art, thou chanced: to * 

fall, h 
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, fall, be not difcourag’d ; remember 
that thou mayft rile again ; that 'tis 
, in thy Power to break the Bands 
| which joy n thee to thine Offence, and 

J to fubdue the Obftacles which hinh 
der thee from walking in the Paths of 
Virtue. 
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Take heed that thy Pr omifes be Juft 
for having once promis’d, it is not 
lawful to Retradfc ; we ought always 
to keep bur Prom ife. 

Vh 



I When thou doll Homage to any one, 
j fee that thy Submiftions be proportion- 
(i fid to the Homage thou oweft him { 
There is Stupidity and Pride in do- 
ing too little j but in over acting it 
li: there is Abje&ion and Hypocrifie. 









VII. 

Eat not for the Pleafure thou mayft 
find therein. Eat to increale thy 
Strength j Eat to preffirve the Lifo 
which thou haft receiv’d from Heaven; 

VIII. 

. Labour to purifie thy Thoughts : If 
thy Thoughts are not ill, neither will 
thy Anions be fo, K XI. 




IX. 

The Wife-Man has an Infinity of 
Pleafures ; for Virtue has its Delights i 
in the midft of the Severities that at- I 
tend it. t 

X. ; ! 

He that in his Studies wholly applies 

himfelfto Labour and Exercife, and 
negledfs Meditation, loles his time .* 1; 

And he that only applies himfelf to Me- f 

ditation, and negleds Labour and Ex- it 

ercife, does only wander and lofe him- d 

felf. The firft can never know any b 

thing exa&ly, his Lights will be al- « 

ways intermixt with Doubts and Ob- i 

fcurities ; and the laft will only purfue 
Shadows ; his Knowledge will never j 

be certain, it will never be folid. La- ft 

bour, but flight not Meditation .*' Me- ml 

ditate, but flight not Labour. ly 

• ■ ' ■ ,xi. •; . • t 

v A Prince ought to punilh Vice, for fe 
fear left he feem to maintain it.* But h 
yet he ought to keep his People in their jj s 
Duty, rather by the Effects of Clemen- ^ 
«y , than by Menaces and Punilbments. & 
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. XII. 

Never flacken Fidelity to thy Prince 
conceal nothing from him which it is 
his Interest to know ,* and think no- 
thing difficult, when it tends to Obey 



XIII 

When we cannot apply any Reme- 
dy to an Evil, ’tis in vain to Peek it. 
If by the Advices and Remonftrances, 
thou couldft undo, what is already 
done, thy Silence would be Criminal* 
but there is nothing colder than Ad* 
vice, by which it is impoffible to pro- 
fit. 

XIV. 

, Poverty and Human Miferies are 
Evils in themfelves, but the Wicked 
only refent them. ’Tis a Burden un- 
der which they groan, and which makes 
them at laft to fink ; they even diftafte 
the beft Fortune. ’Tis the Wife-Man on- 
ly who is always pleas’d .* Virtue renders 
his Spirit quiet : Nothing troubles him,' 
nothing difquiets him, becaufe he pra- 
dfifes not Virtue for a Reward. The Pra- 
ctice of Virtue is the (ole Recompence 
| he experts. K % \ X V,. 
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XV. 



It is only the Good Man, who can 
make a fight choice j who can, 1 eithet 
love or hate with Reafon,' or as need 



requires. 

XVI. 

He that applies himfelf to Virtue, 
and ftrongly addidis himlelf thereto, 
never commits any thing unbecoming 
a Man, nor contrary to Right Rea- 
fbn. 

XVIL 

Riches and Honours are Good ; The 

defire of poflefling them is Natural to 
all Men : But if thefe Good Things a- 
gree not with Virtue, the Wife Man 
ought to contemn, and generoufly to 
renounce them. On the contrary. Po- 
verty and Ignominy are Evils ; Man 
Naturally avoids them : If thefe Evils 
attack the Wife Man, it is lawful for 
him to rid himfelf from them, but it 
is not lawful to do it by a Grime. \ 

XVIII. 

I never as yet faw a Man that was 
.-C happy in his Virtue, or affli&ed with 
his Defers and Weakneflesj but I am 

' ‘ ' act 
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not furpriz’d, becaufe I would have 
him that delights in Virtue, to find fp 
many Charms therein, that for it he 
Ifcould contemn the Pleasures of the 
World : And on the contrary, that he 
who hates Vice, Ihould find it Ip hi- 
deous, that he Ihould ule all ways to 
keep himfelf from falling therein. 

XIX. 

It is not credible that he who ules 

*. - 1 

his utmoft Endeavours to acquire Vir- 
tue, fliouldnot obtain it at laft, al- 
though he Ihould labour but one fingle 
Day. I never yet law a Man that 
wanted ftrength for this purpole. 

XX- 

He that in the Morning hath heard 
the Vpice qf Virtue, may die at Night. 
This Man will not repent of living, 
and Peatji will not be aqy p|in pijto 

r 

^ im ‘ XXI. 

He that feeks Pride in his Habits, 
and loves not Frugality, is not difpo- 
JL for the Study of Wifdom ; thou 
oughteft not even to hold Correfpon 




with him. ^ } 
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XXII. 



9 






Afflict not thyfelf for that thou art 
not promoted to Grapdeur and Publick 
Dignities; rather grieve for that thou 
are not, perhaps, adorn’d with thole 
Virtues that might render thee worthy 
of being advanc’d. 

xxfir. 

The Good Man employs himfelf on- 
ly with Virtue, the Wicked only 
with his Riches. The firft continually 
thinks upon theGood andlntereft of the 
State ; but the laft has other Cares, he 
only thinks on what concerns himfelf. 

. If XXIV. 

Do- 




> 4t 

* 



needefi this Law alone; ’tis the Foun- 

^"^ dation and Principle of all the reft. 

> .'S-' ^ bit 

The Wife Man has no (boner caft his 
Eyes upon a good Man, but he endea- 
vours to imitate his Virtue : But the 

fame Wife Man has no fooner fixt his 

*. * ; - 

Sight upon a Man given up to his Vices, 
but miftrufting himfelf, interrogates 
himfelf in a trembling manner, if he 
be not like that Man. • i XXVh- 
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XXVI. 

A Child is oblig’d to ferve and obey 
his Father. Parents have their Fai- 
lures .“ A Child is oblig’d to acquaint 
them therewith, but he ought to do it 
with Moderation and Prudence .• And 
if whatever Precautions he takes, he 
always meets with oppofition, he ought 
to reft a while, but never defift* Coun- 
sels given to Parents do frequently 
draw Punilhments and Severities upon 
the Child ; but on this account he 
ought to fuffer, not to murmur. 

XXVII. 

The Wife Man never haftens, neither 
in his Studies, nor his Words ; he 
is fometimes as it were Mute; but 
when it concerns him to a<ft, and pra- 
<9:ife Virtue, he, as I may lay, precis 
pitates all. 

XXVIII, 

The truly Wife Man Speaks little, 
he is little Eloquent. I fee not, that 
Eloquence can be of very great ufe to 

him, ■ ' ; 

’ , . XXIX- . 

A long Experience is required to 
f ' K-4- ■ ' knof 
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know the Heart of Man. I imagin'd* ^ 
when I was young, that all Men were & 
Sincere ; that they always Pra&is’d ^ 
what they laid ; in a word that their I 
Mouth al way? agreed with their Heart : 

But now that I behold Things with an- d 
other Eye, I am convinc’d that I was 
miftaken. At prefent I hear what Men ft 
jfay, but I never rely thereon. I will ® 
examine whether their Words are a- ® 
greeable to their Adlions. S' 



XXX. 

In the Kingdom of Ci there was for* 
merly a Prasfe<a that flew his King. 
Another Prasfed: of the fame Kingdom, 
beholding with horrour the Crime of 
this Parricide, quitted his^Dignity, 
forfookJiis-Wealth; and retir’d into an* 
pther Kingdom. This Wife Minifter 
was not fo happy as to find at firft wfiat 
he (ought after; in this new Kingdom 
he only found wicked Miniflers, little 
devoted to their Mafter’s Intereft. This, 
faith he ? (ball not be the place of mine 
abode, I will ellewhere feek a Retreat, 
put always meeting with Men like to 
|!|at perfidious Minifter ? who fiy fiis 
' *; Crim- 



P 



« 

ft 



ci 

SI 

II 

li 

!:! 

li' 

n 



ft' 



w 



s 







.? lfa i / 



a Chinefe Pbilofopher. 1 1 1 

Crime had forc’d him to abandon his,' 
Country, Dignity, and all hisEftate. 
he went through the whole Earth. 

If tfiou demandeft my Thoughts con-^ 
cerning tech a Man, I cannot refufe 
telling you, that he deferves great 
Praifes, and that he had a very remar- ^ " 
kable Virtue. This is the Judgment' *** 
that eye ry Rational Man ought to 
make thereof. But as we are not the. 
Searchers of Hearts, and as it is pro- 
perly in the Heart, that true Virtue re- 
sides, I know not whether his Virtue 
was a true Virtue | we ought not al- 
ways to Judge of Men by their out- 
ward A<3ions. 

■ XXXI. 

I know a Man, Who pafTes for Sin- 
cere in the Peoples Mind, who was 
asked for fomething that he had not. 
Thou imagine!!, perhaps, that he in- 
genioufly Confefs’d, that it was not in 
his Power to grant what was ask’d of 
him. He ought to do it, if his Since- 
rity had anfwer’d the report it had a- 
tnongft the People .• But behold how 
Jie took it? He Went d|re#ly to a 

Neighbour^ 
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Neighbours Houfe* he borrow’d of 
him what was requelled ofhimfelf, and 
afterwards gave it him. I cannot 
convince my (elf that this Man can 
be Sincere. 

XXX fr. 

Refufe not what is given thee by 
thy Prince, what Riches foever thou 
poflefleft. Give thy Superfluities to 
the Poor. ‘ a 

XXXIII. 

The defers of Parents ought not to 
be imputed to their Children. Becaufe 
that QH Father fhall, by his Crimes, 
render hitnfelf unworthy of being pro- 
moted to Honour, the Son ought not 
to be excluded, if he fenders not him- 
felf unworthy. Becaufe that if a Son 
fhall be of an obfcure Birth, his Birth 
ought not to be his Crime, he ought 
to called to great Employments, as 
well as the Sons of the Nobles, if he 
has the Qualifications neceflary. Our 
Fathers heretofore Sacrific’d Vi&ims 
only of a certain Colour, and pitch’d 
upon thefe Colours according to the 
Will of thofe that fat upon the Throne* 
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lender the Reign of one of our Empe- > : f. c 
rors, the Red Colour was in Vogue. '" e 
Think you, qhat the pieties, to which 
our Fathers Sacrific’d under his Em- 
perors Reign, would rejedi a Red Bull, 
becaufe it came from a Cow of another 
Colour; 

XXXIV. 

Prefer Poverty and Baniffiment to 
the moft Eminent Offices of State, 
when it is a wicked Man that offers 
them, and w ould conftrain thee to ac? 
cept them. 

xxxv: 

The Way that leads to Virtue is long, 
but it is thy Duty to finiffi this long 
Race. Allege not for thy excufe, that 
thou haft not Strength enough ,* that 
Difficulties difcourage thee, and that 
thou ffialt beat laft forc’d to flop in the 
piidft of the Courfe* Thou knoweft 
nothing, begin to run.* ’Tisafignthou 
haft not as yet begun, thou fliouldft not 
ufe this Language. > 

; T ‘ " • XXXVI. 

’Tis not enough to know Virtue, it 
1§ neceffary to love it ; but it is not fufi 
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ficient to love it, it is neceftary to po£ 
fels it. 

XXXVII, 

He that perlecutes a Good Man, 
makes War again ft Heaven : Heaven 
created Virtue, and protecfts it ; he 
that perlecutes it, perfecutes Heaven. 

XXXVIII. 

AMagiftrate ought to honour his 
Father and Mother * he ought never to 
faulter in this juft Duty ; his Example 
ought to Inftrucft the People. He ought 
not to contemn old Perfons, nor Per? 
fons of Merit : The People may imi- 
tate him- 

XXXIX,/ ;V 

■ A Child ought to be/under a conti- 
nual apprehenfion of doing fomething 
that may difpleafe his Father ; this Fear 
ought always to pofiefs him- In a 
Word, he ought to a<ft, in whatever 
he undertakes, with fo much pre- 
caption, that he may peyer offend him, 
or affti&him- 

XL. 

Greatnefs of Spirit, Power and Per- 

feverance, ought to be the Portion of 
: • r the 

¥ 
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the Wife. Tbe Burden wherewith 
he is loaded is weighty, his Gourfe is 
long, 

XL!. 

The Wife Man never a<2s without 
Gounfel. He fometimes confults, in 
the moft important affairs, even the 
leaf! intelligent Perfons, Men that 
have the leaft Spirit, and the leaf! Ex- 
perience. When Counfels are good, 
we ought not to confider from whence 
they come, 

XLII. 

Efchew Vanity and Pride. Although 
thou hadfl all the Prudence and Abili- 
ty of the Ancients, if thou haft not 
Humility, thou haft nothing, thou art 
even the Man of the World that de- 
ferves to be contemned. 

XLIII. 

Learn what thou know’ft already^ 
as if thou hadft never learn’d it.* 
Things are never fo well known but 
that we may forget them. 

XL1 V. : . , 

Do nothing that is unhandfom, al- 
though thou (houldft have Art enough 
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i 17 'The Morals of Confucius^ 

to make thine Adion approved .* Thou 
mayft eafily deceive the Eyes of Man, 
but thou canfl never deceive Heaven, 
its Eyes are too penetrative and dear. 

XLV. 

Never contract Friendlliip with a 
Man that is not better than' my felfv 

XLVL 

The Wile Man blulhes at his Faults, 
but is not alham ;d to amend them. 

XLV I f. 

He that Jives without Envy and Co* 
vetoufnefs may afpire at every thing. 

XLVIII. 

x Wouldft thou learn to die well/ 
Learn firft to live well. ^ 

7 XLIX. 

A Minifter of State never ought to 
ferve his Prince in his Extravagancies' 
and Injuftice. He ought rather to re- 
nounce his Office, than to tarnilh it 
by bale and criminal A&ions. 

L. 

Innocence ceales to be a Virtue, mod 
of the Great ones are fallen therefrom.' 
But if thou demanded what mud be 
done to recover this Virtue* I an- 
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fwer, That it is neceflary to conquer 
thy felf. If all Mortals could, in one 
Day, gain over themfelves this happy 
Victory, the whole Univerfe would, 
from this Very Day, fe-afiume a new 
Form } we ftiould all be perfed, we 
fhould all be innocent. ’Tis true, the 
Vidory is Difficult, but it is not im- 
poflible j for in fhort, to conquer thy 
felf, is only to do what is agreeable to 
Reafon. Turn away thine Eyes, flop 
thine Ears, put a Bridle upon thy 
Tongue, and rather remain in an Eter- 
nal Inadion, than to employ thine 
Eyes in beholding Sights where Rea- 
fon is flifled ; than to give Attention 
thereunto, of to Difcourfe thereon. 
Behold how thou mayft overcome ! 
The Vidory depends on thy felf alone. 

LI- 

Defire not the Death of thine Enemy,, 
thou wouldfl defire it in Vain ,* his Life 
is in the Hands Heaven. 

LII. 

It is eafie to obey the Wife, he com- 
mands nothing impoflible,* but it is 
hard to divert him therefrom .• That 
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* 

which often times Rejoyces others^ \ 
makes him to Sigh, and forces Tor- 
rents of Tears from his Eyes. 

Lllfi 

/ ^Acknowledge thy Benefits by thd 
return of other Benefits, but never 
Revenge Injuries* . 

LIV. 

In what part of the World foever 
thou art forc’d to fpend thy Life, cor- 
refpond with the Wife ft,' aftociate with 
the beft Men. 

LV. 

To Sin and not to Repent,’ is pro- 
perly to Sin. 

LVI. 

Tis good to faft fometimes, to give 
thy Mind to Meditation, and to the 
Study of Virtue. The Wile Man is 1 
taken up with other Cares, than with 
the continual Cares of his Nourifh- 
IJlenL The beft cultivated Earth fru- 
ftrates the hopes of the Labourer, when 
the Seafons are Irregular .• All the Rules 
of Husbandry could not fecure him 
from Death, in the time of a hard Fa- 
mine,- but Virtue is never fruitless. , 

r bWll 
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LVII. 

The Wife Man muft learn to know 
the Pleart of Man, to the end that ta- 
king every one according to his own 
Inclination, he may not labour in Vain 9 
when he (hall difcourle to him of Vir- 
tue. All Men ought not to be inflrU'--' 
<Sed after the fame way. There are 
divers Paths that lead to Virtue, the 
Wife Man ought not to ignore them. 

LVII1. 

t 

Combat Night and Day againfl thy 
Vices; and if by thy Cares and Vigi- 
lance, thou gain’ll the Vidlory over thy 
felf, couragioufly attack the Vices of 
others, but attack them not before this 
be done: There is nothing more Ridi- 
culous than to complain of ot hers de- v 
fed:s, when we have the very fame 

LIX. 

The good Man Sins fometimes 9 
Weaknefs is Natural to him : But he r 
ought to watch fo diligently overhim- 
felf, that he never fall twice into the - 
fame Crime. 

LX. t , 

We have three Friends that are Ufej 

L ful 
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ful to us, a Sincere Friend, a Faithful 
Friend, a Friend that Hears every 
Thing, that Examines what is told him, 
and that Speaks little .* but we have 
three alfo whole Friendlhip is pernici- 
ous, a Hypocrite, ^ Flatterer, and a 
great Talker. 

LXI. 

He that applies himfelf to Virtue, 
has three Enemies to conflict, which 
hemuftfubdue, Incontinence when he 
is as yet in the vigour of his Age, and 
the Blood boils in his Veins; Cornells 
s and Difputes when he is arriv’d at a 
mature Age, and Covetoufnels when he 
is old. 

^ LXIf. 

There are three Things that the 
Wife Man ought to Reverence, the 
s Laws of Heaven, Great Men, and the 
Words of Good Men, 

LX1II. 

\ We may have an AverHon for an 
Enemy, without deliring Revenge. 
The Motions of Nature are not always 
Criminal. 
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LXIV. 

Diflruft a Flatterer, a Man affedted 
in his Difcourfes, and who every where 
boafts of his Eloquence. This is not 
the Charadter of true Virtue. 

LXV. 

Silence is abfolutely neceflary to the 
Wife Man. Great Difcourfes, elabo- 
rate Difcourfes, pieces of Eloquence, 
ought to be a Language unknown to 
him, his Adtions ought to be his Lan- 
guage. As for me, I would never 
Speak more. Heaven Speaks, but what 
Language does it ufe, to preach to 
Men ? that there is a Soveraign Princi- 
ple from whence all things depend ; a 
Soveraign Principle which m akes them 
to A<9t and Move. Its Motion is its 
Language, it reduces the Seafons to 
their Time, it agitates Nature, it 
makes it produce .* This Silence is Elo- 
quent. 

LX VI. 

The Wife Man ought to hate feveral 
forts of Men. He ought to hate thofe 
that divulge the defedts of others, and 
take delight in difcourfing therein. 

' L % He 
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i j 2 The Morals of Confucius, 

He ought to hate thole that being 
dom'd only with very mean Qualities, 
and who being moreover of a low 
Birth, do revile and temerariouffy mur- 
mur againft thole that are promoted 
to Dignities of State. He ought to 
hate a Valiant Man, when his Valour 
is not accompanied with Civility, nor 
Prudence. He ought to hate thole 
forts of Men that are puff'd up with 

- Self-Love ; who being always Con- 
ceited of their own Merit, and Idola- 
ters of their own Opinions, do a£ 
fault all, deride all, and never confult 
Reafon. He ought to hate thofe who 
haying very fmall Illuminations, do 

- prefume to cenfure what others do. 
He ought to hate proud Men. In a 
word, _ he ought to hate thole who 
make it a Culiom to Ipie out others 
Defects to publiih them. 

tXVl I. 

It is very difficult to aflociate with 
the Populace. Ihelefort of Men grow 
familiar and infoient when we have 
too much Correfpondence with them 
4nd becaule they imagine they are 
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flighted, when never fo little negle&ed, 
we draw their Averflon upon us. 



, Lxvm. 

He that is arriv’d at the Fortieth 
Year of His Age, and who has, hither- 
to, been a Slave to fome Criminal Ha- 
bit, is not in a condition to fubdueit./- 
I hold his Malady incurable, he will 
perfevere in his Crime until Death. 

LX IX. 

Affli<9: not thy fel.f at the Death of 
a Brother. Death and Life are in the 
Power of Heaven, to which the Wife 
Man is bound to fubmit. Moreover, 
all the Men of the Earth are thy Bre- 
thren; why then fhouldft thou weep 
for one, at a time when fo many others 
remain alive ? 



LXX. 

The Natural Light is only a perpe* 
tual Conformity of pur Soul with the 
Laws of Heaven. Men never can lofe 
this Light. It is true, that the Heart 
of Man being inconftant and waver- 
ing, it is fometimes covered over with 
fo many Clouds, that it feems wholly 

extinguilh’d. The Wife, Man experi- 
ences 
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ences it himfelf; for he may fall into 
(mall Errors, and commit light Of- 
fences .* Yet the Wife Man cannot be 
Virtuous, while he is in this State ; if 
would be a Contradi&ion to fay it. 

LXXI. 

It is very difficult, when poor, not 
to hate Poverty .* But it is poffible to 
be Rich without being Proud. 

LXXII. 

The Men of the firft Ages applied 
themfelves to Learning and Know- 
ledge, only for themfelves, that is to 
fay, to become Virtuous .♦ This was all 
the Praife they expected from their 
Labours and Lucubrations. But Men 
atprefent do only feek Praife, they fhi- 
dy only out of Vanity, and to pafs for 
Learned in the efteem of Men, 

* 4 ■ .. 

LXXIII. 

The Wife Man feeks the caufeof his 
Defers in himfelf: But the Fool avoid- 
ing himfelf, feeks it in all others befides 
himfelf. 

LXXIV. 

The Wife Man ought to have a fe- v - 
*ere Gravity, but it ought not to be 

fierce 
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fierce and untradtable, He ought to 
love Society, but to avoid great Afletn 

« i* 

Dues, 

LXXV. 
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The Love or Hatred of People, ought v 
not to be the Rule of thy Love or Ha- 
tred; Examine whether they have 
Rea (on. 



LXXVL 

Contract Friendship with a Man ~ 
whole Heart is upright and fincere | 
with a Man that loves to learn, and 
who can teach thee Something, in his 
turn. Other Men are unworthy of x 
thy Friendlhip. 

LXXVII. 

He that has Faults, and Strives not \ 
to amend them, ought at leaft to do 
his endeavour to conceal them. The 
Wife Man’s Defers are like the EclipSes 
of the Sun, they come to every ones 
Knowledge. the Wife Man ought 
upon this account to endeavour to co- 
ver himSelf with a Cloud. I fay the 
Same thing of Princes. 

LXXVIII. 

/ Readily abandon thy Country when 

Virtue 
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Virtue is there deprefs’d, and Vice en- 
courag’d. But if thou defigneft not to 
renounce the Maxims of the Age, in 
thy retreat and exile, remain in thy 
mtferable Country ; for what Reafon 
fhouldft thou leave it ? . 

. ■ LXXIX. 

When thy Country’s Safety is con- 
cern’d, ftand nottoconfult, butexpofe 
thy felf. f/s VfrTfiS /UUlVi 

LXXX. _ 

Heaven fhortens not the Life of Man, 
’tis Man that does it by his own Crimes. 
Thou maylt avoid the Calamities that 
come from Heaven, but thou canft ne- 
ver efcape thofe which thou draweft 
upon thy felt by the Crimes. 
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